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Sitting in the Shiley The­
atre green room minutes before 
he was to address a crowd of 
thousands in auditoriums and on 
couches around the county, Dr. 
Paul Farmer joked loosely with 
his colleagues, "I'm pleasant, 
but the things I talk about are not 
pleasant." 
The world renowned medi­
cal anthropologist and subject of 
Tracy Kidder's bestselling book, 
"Mountains beyond Mountains" 
served as the keynote speaker for 
USD's 20th annual Social Issues 
Conference. 
The weeklong event, which 
held eight sessions between Oct. 1 
and Oct. 8, centered on "Creating 
Sustainable Justice" in modern 
society. The conference featured 
an eclectic line up of speakers, 
each approaching the topic from a 
distinct perspective, yet arriving at 
congruent conclusions. Through­
out the conference, the concept of 
social responsibility stood out as 
the underlying theme. 
Contemporary political 
debate has been defined by the 
quandary of social responsibil­
ity. It is a debate heated by the 
capitalist traditions of American 
society. The eternally murky role 
of business in the fight for social 
justice took center stage in the 
"Options for the Poor" session. 
The roundtable discussion 
brought together a panel of speak­
ers from the world of business 
and the world of the urban poor. 
The speakers pondered whether 
social responsibility could ever 
challenge profit as a top priority 
in a capitalist system. After all, it 
would be unreasonable to expect 
See CONFERENCE, page 4 
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Dr. Paul Farmer spoke on social responsibility and health care. 
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Betas took to the beach Friday to promote paralysis research through surfing. 
This past Saturday there 
were plenty of waves to be had 
at the Beta Theta Pi surf competi­
tion. Pacific Beach was bustling 
with Beta memberss hosting the 
event and surfers in wetsuits. The 
conditions were rather small, but 
it was still glassy with a workable 
shoulder. It was best for long-
boarding, but a few die hard short 
boarders attempted to catch some 
of the action too. 
The surf competition was 
held in order to raise money for 
Life Rolls On. 
Jesse Billauer started Life 
Rolls On after suffering a neck 
injury while surfing a dangerous 
sandbar. The charity is aimed at 
finding a cure for paralysis. 
Despite being paralyzed 
from the upper abdomen down, 
Jesse continues to surf breaks like 
Malibu with friends. A couple 
of years ago, he visited USD to 
promote his cause, which may 
have been the seed of inspiration 
for senior Beta Fred Myrtle, who 
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See SURF, page 5 
Guy Talk provides outlet for USD's forgotten group: men 
MEGHAN ANDERSON 
STAFF WRITER 
USD has many discus­
sion groups, such as "First Year 
Women Rock," "Women of 
Color" and "Graduate Women." 
But all of these groups have a 
common factor: women. This 
leaves the campus community 
wondering: What about the men 
of USD? 
This semester the Counseling 
Center is holding a weekly dis­
cussion group called "Guy Talk: 
A Group for Men." This group 
provides a confidential and safe 
space to talk about issues affect­
ing USD men. 
The Counseling Center 
stresses that there will be a posi­
tive focus to this group and "the 
meetings will build on strengths 
and virtues while allowing men 
to explore areas they want to im­
prove." 
The Counseling Center also 
says that the group is for men 
lookin "to work on skills related 
to emotional intelligence, stress 
management and healthy rela­
tionships." Doctor Chris Burden, 
a staff Psychologist at the coun­
seling center, facilitates these 
weekly discussions and activities. 
Emotional intelligence is a key 
subject of these talks and Burden 
defines emotional intelligence as 
"the ability to really know what is 
going on with yourself and how it 
impacts others and your relation­
ship with others." 
Burden, when asked about the 
necessity for "Guy Talk: A Group 
for Men" at USD, responded by 
saying, "It creates a comfort­
able and safe space for men on 
campus. The group is especially 
needed during the college years of 
a man's life when they are dealing 
with competition priorities and 
the pressure of competition." 
Topics are generated by the 
group members as well as formed 
by the Counseling Center. Some 
examples are career priorities, 
life balance and competition pres­
sure. However the group does not 
simply talk and discuss. They also 
use readings, movies and music 
to explore issues important to 
mem. Burden said they are "using 
different ways of learning to talk 
about experiences in new ways 
and just to have fun." 
The "Guy Talk: A Group for 
Men" discussion group is held 
in the UC and the schedule is 
currently being worked out. It is 
an open group so men can join 
whenever they want during the 
semester. If you are want to join 
or are interested, contact Chris 
Burden at cburden@sandiego. 
edu. 
"Heartthrob Badgley stars in remake of "The Stepfather' 
Penn Badgley speaks on his latest role. 
Story on page 13. 
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I am writing in response 
to last week's column where 
you wrote "whoever cares 
less [in the relationship] has 
all the power." Why does 
everything in a relationship 
have to be about playing 
games? 
Signed, 
Torero who's tired of teasing 
Dear fellow Torero, 
I can see how you may 
have interpreted my statement 
as an invitation to play games 
within a relationship. Howev­
er, let me explain that this was 
in no way my intention. I do 
not encourage game-playing, I 
have never been a player and 
I am not one of those girls 
that is attracted to men who 
play games. In fact, I believe 
quite the opposite. Honesty is 
always the best policy and I 
am usually very upfront with 
anyone I become or hope to 
become involved with, perhaps 
too much so. 
My entire statement was, 
"If there's one relationship 
Truth I have learned in my 
young adulthood, it's this: 
Whoever cares less has all the 
power. The sooner you accept 
this, the sooner you can take 
advantage of it, as well as 
avoid being taken advantage 
of." 
The underlying message 
of this statement is simple: 
watch out for yourself. Don't 
willingly set yourself up in a 
bad situation. This is easier said 
than done. I've done it before, 
and I'll probably do it again, 
because sometimes I just can't 
help but choose what I want 
over what I know I need. But 
I would like to think that the 
older (perhaps more hardened) 
and less naive I become, the 
more I open my eyes to real­
ity and shun romanticism in 
its primitive forms. I mean, 
those Disney princesses didn't 
have to do anything but sit 
around and wait to be saved by 
a man (except for Mulan and 
Pocahontas, they know what's 
up). How does that have any 
parallel to my life? The closest 
thing I've seen to a man on a 
white horse is Harry Potter... 
but alas, he's fictional, too. 
To get your burning 
questions answered by Jilla, 
send me an email at jantho-
ny@usdvista.com. 
1975 Bill Clinton marries 
Hillary Rodham in the liv­
ing room of their new home 
together in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, with a local 
minister and his wife as the <N 
1492 Italian explorer 
Christopher Columbus 
reaches the New World, a 
Bahamian island, believing 
he has reached East Asia. eN 
officiants. 
1964 or 
1792 The cornerstone is 
laid for the White House, 
so nicknamed for its white-
gray Virginia freestone that 
contrasted strikingly with 
nearby buildings of red 
brick. 
1947 U.S. Air Force Cap­
tain Chuck Yeager becomes 
the first person to fly faster 
than the speed of sound, 




1964 Craig Breedlove sets 1976 "Disco Duck," a 1989 One of the most de- 1961 A movie version 
the record for the longest 
skid mark in a jet-powered 
car, taking nearly six miles 
to decelerate from a speed 
of 400 mph. 
satiric send-up of the 1970's 
disco craze, becomes a 
No. 1 hit by Memphis disk 
jockey, Rick Dees. 
structive earthquakes to hit 
a populated area of the U.S. 
strikes the Bay Area, killing 
67 people and causing more 
than $5 billion in damages. 
of the Broadway musical 
"West Side Story" opens at 
New York's Rivoli Theater. 
Source: History.com 
Azerbaijan's Consul General speaks at USD 
JULIAN ANTHONY 
MANAGING EDITOR 
The Consul General of 
Azerbaijan spoke on campus last 
Thursday about continuing efforts 
to create alternative energy sources 
and build a stronger society within 
the country and a stronger com­
munity throughout the Caucasus 
region of Asia. 
Elin Suleymanov has been the 
consul general since 2005 and has 
recently been speaking at colleges 
across the country. 
In the past, Russia has held a 
monopoly on energy supply to the 
region, able to change prices and 
turn energy on and off to countries 
as it pleased, even in the dead of 
winter. 
"Up until 2007 we used to buy 
Russian natural gas, but the way 
they treated Azerbaijan and the 
way they put up ultimatums and 
changed prices every week...the 
government of Azerbaijan refused 
to be blackmailed," Suleymanov 
said. "Since 2007, Azerbaijan 
became a net exporter. Think 
about that, we have got to the point 
where we sell to the Russians. 
Every time you have a monopoly, 
you are insecure, and that's why 
we're trying to diversify." 
Azerbaijan is now a main dis­
tributor of energy to Russia, Turkey 
and Georgia and hopes to expand 
to Europe in the future. Though 
only about the size of Maine, the* 
country has become very influen­
tial in its region and is ahead of 
its time in researching alternative 
energy sources while maintaining 
the beauty of its homeland, which 
contains nine distinct climatic 
zones. The country also had the 
fastest growing GDP in the world 
in 2007. 
"It is not that you have energy 
resources, it is how you use it, and 
Azerbaijan has been using it for 
the good," Suleymanov said. "We 
invest our profits into new tech­
nologies because the government 
understands that oil is finite. We 
are not going to rely on oil forever. 
We want to turn black gold into 
human gold." 
Since Russia's invasion of 
Georgia in 2008, it is more impor­
tant than ever for Azerbaijan to be 
independent as the threat Russia 
poses as the strongest country in 
the region is very real. 
"Georgia is a very, very close 
friend to Azerbaijan. I am still in 
shock from what I've seen [from 
Russia]," Suleymanov said. "Of 
course it showed to the rest of 
the region that Russia is back as a 
major player that will not hesitate 
to use force should it need to. 
What was a more sad lesson 
for all of us was how little the 
West has done to protect Georgia 
because Georgia has committed 
itself to Western policy and has 
been a very progressive nation. 
And yet the response from the 
West was very meek." 
Suleymanov says that 
Azerbaijan "defies stereotypes. 
Although Azerbaijan is predomi­
nantly Muslim, we are very good 
friends with other nations. Pope 
John Paul II, who could not visit 
some different nations who are 
Christians, our neighbors, was 
able to visit Azerbaijan. 
The Secretary of State of the 
Vatican called Azerbaijan an ex­
ample of tolerance. We were the 
only nation whose troops served 
in Iraq, and we are serving today 
in Afghanistan. We were the first 
republic of the Muslim world in 
1918. We granted equal rights to 
women to vote in 1919." 
As for the people of Azer­
baijan's perception of the United 
States, the Consul General main­
tains it is mostly positive. "There 
is a bit of a skepticism over the 
L0RA SF0RZA/THE VISTA 
commitment of the U.S. and to­
wards consistency of U.S. actions 
in general, and I don't think Geor­
gia's situation has helped that," 
Suleymanov said. "America's be­
havior towards Iraq has also been a 
question, to come so convincingly 
to our nations and pull us over into 
Iraq and then simply turn around. 
And of course we know the U.S. 
could be more active in the conflict 
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 
We know that America is not uti­
lizing 100 percent of its abilities to 
do that." 
Suleymanov himself went to 
college in Ohio through a Soviet 
Union exchange program. He 
holds a special place in his heart 
for the people of the midwest, 
who are "very open and kind. 
Ohio personifies that goodness of 
America in many ways. I am very 
sentimental about Ohio." 
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT W 0*6-0*12 
Oct. 6 
Location: STUDENT LIFE PAVILION 
At 7:56 p.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of a transient male who was 
eating SLP patrons' food and soliciting for 
money. The individual, later identified as 
Marc Duncan, was contacted, admonished 
for his actions, and placed into the custody 
of SDPD for a previous warrant (regarding 
a municipal transit offense) and for tres­
passing on university property. 
Oct. 7 
Location: UNIVERSITY CENTER 
At 10:12 a.m., Public Safety responded to 
a report of a stolen computer. Upon inves­
tigation, a community desktop computer 
was taken from a hallway in the UC. The 
computer had been secured with a cable 
lock, though the cable lock was not able to 
be located. No other items were missing. 
Location: SPORTS CTR MAIN 
BUILDING MEN'S LOCKER ROOM 
At 1:24 p.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of a stolen wallet from a locker 
room. Upon investigation, a university 
community member had secured his wallet 
and other belongings in a locker with a 
padlock. Upon his return, the padlock and 
his wallet containing various cards and bills 
were found missing. No other items were 
missing. 
Oct. 9 
Location: MARIAN WAY NEAR KIPJ 
At 2:56 p.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of a university employee who 
was the targeted victim of a robbery. Upon 
investigation, an individual known by. the 
employee approached her on campus, forc­
ibly took her purse, and then left campus 
in a blue Ford Mustang with a dent on the 
rear driver side (no further description). No 
injuries were reported. SDPD responded and 
is currently investigating this case. 
Oct. 11 
Location: OFF CAMPUS 
At 11:16 a.m.. Public Safety responded 
to a report of an alleged sexual assault that 
had occurred off campus and involved two 
USD students. It has been determined that 
no sexual assault had occurred; this case has 
been referred to Student Affairs. 
Location: BORREGO 
At 4:36 p.m., Public Safety responded to 
a theft report involving a resident student's 
personal property. Upon investigation, an 
ornamental box containing valuable personal 
property was left unattended and unsecured 
inside a shared residence. Two bags contain­
ing more personal property were also found 
missing. 
Oct. 12 
Location: PUBLIC SAFETY 
At 1:19 p.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of stolen parking permit. Upon 
investigation, a commuter student had no­
ticed his permit missing from his vehicle 
on Sunday, 10/11/2009. He was not aware 
when or where the permit had been stolen. 
There were no signs of forced entry. 
Location: OFF CAMPUS 
At 2:57 p.m., Public Safety responded to 
a report of an alleged rape involving a USD 
student and a non-student. Upon investiga­
tion, the student had been attending a party 
off campus, and had been allegedly raped at 
the residence. 
Sex crimes and liquor violations have increased on campus 
PUBLIC SAFETY STATISTICS BEVERLY HUTCHINGS STAFF WRITER 
According to the 2009 
Annual Campus Safety and Secu­
rity Report, forcible sex offenses 
and liquor law violations have 
increased. 
Reports of sex offenses on 
campus rose from one to six over 
the course of a year. Chief of 
Public Safety Larry Barnett said 
to be mindful when looking at the 
statistics. While every member of 
the university would love to see 
this number at zero, it is likely 
that there are a significant number 
of assaults that are not reported to 
Public Safety. 
Barnett credits the increase 
in reports to the safe, comfortable 
environment that his staff creates. 
He said the fact that more are 
being reported is an "indication 
that our systems are in place." 
In*an effort to decrease the 
number of sex crimes, Director of 
the Center for Health and Well­
ness Dr. Melissa Halter, said that 
sexual assault protocol is in place 
and sexual assault responders are 
present purely for the mental or 
wellness support of the victim. 
The University notifies resi­
dents immediately when crimes of 
this nature occur so that they can 
be prepared. A staff member at the 
Women's Center spent the last two 
years spearheading a a great deal 
of education concerning sexual 
assault and relationship consent. 
University officials also en­
courage students to participate 
in the Rape Aggression Defense 
program put on through Public 
Safety. Besides eliminating sexual 
offenses at USD completely, Bar­
nett says that the main goal is for 
students to feel safe enough to 
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report them. 
It is not just the sexual offens­
es that are worrisome. Reports of 
liquor law violations on campus 
increase significantly every year: 
323 cases were reported in 2006, 
508 in 2007 and 718 in 2008. 
These numbers represent all al­
legations. 
Halter said that nationwide, 
alcohol and drug abuse are on the 
rise and statistics should be in­
creasing every year. Universities 
across the nation are experiencing 
similar problems. "We are doing 
everything we can to address it 
and provide education," Halter 
said of the University's response. 
Barnett also said that the age 
at which people begin drinking is 
dropping every year, perhaps due 
to alcohol and other drug use in 
the family system. 
In addressing the rise of stu­
dents who abuse alcohol, Halter 
said her office is "charged with 
educating students about all well­
ness issues." 
The Center for Health and 
Wellness uses peer educators, 
campus connections, alcohol edu­
cation classes and several other 
initiatives. Significant campaigns 
are in the works for National Col­
legiate Alcohol Awareness Week 
and Spring Break to help tackle 
alcohol abuse. Dr. Godwin, the 
Assistant Vice President and Dean 
of Student Affairs said, "Know­
ing and doing are two different 
things." 
Every year, USD receives 
over 1,100 new students. The 
University does its best to educate 
each of them and prepare them for 
their new community, but because 
new students enroll every year, 
campaigns are ongoing. 
Incidents of burglary and 
motor vehicle theft decreased in 
the last year. Barnett said a big 
part of this decrease is due to an 
initiative put into place a few years 
ago: Community on Patrol. Staff 
members throughout all facilities 
-groundskeepers, maintenance, 
and tram-drivers are trained to 
serve as USD's neighborhood 
watch program. 
"There are not suspicious 
people, there is suspicious behav­
ior, specific acts," Barnett said. 
The training these employees re­
ceive teaches them how to be good 
reporters for Public Safety and in 
turn, enhance the ability to learn 
about crimes before they happen. 
The video surveillance cameras 
Public Safety began installing on 
campus a couple of years ago also 
assist in patrolling and looking for 
suspicious behavior. 
The 2009 Public Safety report 
also consists of general informa­
tion about Public Safety, crime 
prevention and reporting crime 
at USD, emergency/disaster re­
sponse information and crime sta­
tistical charts for last year. Public 
Safety provides several tip lists in 
the report to aid students in keep­
ing themselves and their property 
safe. 
For more information about 
the 2009 Annual Campus Safety 
and Security Report or to learn 
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PRIDE dances the night away after university adjusts policy 
Social issues conference focuses on sustainable justice 
CONFERENCE, continued 
companies to sacrifice profit for 
social justice when business func­
tions within a system that is built 
around individual achievement, 
and within a cultural paradigm 
where hard work necessarily leads 
to success. 
The essential premise then, for 
building social responsibility is 
• recognizing the lack of upward 
mobility in American society; in 
recognizing that some people do 
not have a fair chance to escape 
the brutal chains of poverty; in 
recognizing the myth of the Amer­
ican Dream. 
The panel agreed that this 
recognition must begin in business 
school. Social responsibility must 
be taught alongside economics , 
and business ethics and negotiat­
ing. As long as social responsibil­
ity takes a backseat in business 
school, it will take a back seat in 
the business world. Social respon­
sibility cannot be tangibly instilled 
in a capitalist system. Rather, the 
burden of empathy falls upon each 
person. 
"Compassion certainly can 
be gained individually," said Jose 
Arenas, a community organizer in 
San Diego, "But the act of justice 
is nourishing people, nourish­
ing communities, nourishing this 
world back into relationships." 
This concept of social respon­
sibilities was made tangible in the 
session "Is Human Health Care a 
Right," which featured a panel of 
speakers from USD's Hahn School 
of Nursing. 
Health care, they agreed, is 
a fundamental human right. The 
speakers conveyed that human 
rights are only possible if indi­
viduals fulfill their human duty 
to ensure that every person is ac­
corded these rights. 
Dr. Ariyarante, a Gandhi 
Peace Prize recipient who spoke at 
Leadership for Social & Economic 
Transformation, believes that there 
are four steps to accomplishing 
this human duty: loving feelings 
for others, compassionate actions, 
expecting nothing in return and 
gaining joy from the compassion­
ate actions. 
Ariyarante illustrated that if 
a society accepts and acts upon 
human duties, developing regions 
can be developed from the bottom 
up. • 
This grass roots approach to 
establishing a functioning democ­
racy and economy is more difficult 
than the top-down foreign invest­
ment strategy. Its results, however, 
are far more sustainable. Teach 
how to fish rather than give fish. 
In discussions of domestic 
social justice, the ills of American 
society are illuminated from the 
truculence of capitalism discussed 
in "Options for the Poor," to the 
necessity for health care reform 
alluded to in "Is Human Health 
Care a Right," to the patent apathy 
addressed by the conference as a 
whole. 
Maria Elena Durazo, Execu­
tive Secretary-Treasurer for the 
Los Angeles County Federation 
of Labor, addressed the issue of 
immigration in "Who Should be 
Ashamed When it Comes to Un­
documented Immigrants." 
Durazo argued that the 
problems surrounding illegal 
immigration stem from a faulty 
immigration process muddied by 
bureaucratic red tape. 
The American Dream is, ap­
parently, still alive in the hopes 
of freshly minted immigrants 
who, according to Durazo, desire 
nothing more than United States 
citizenship. 
Farmer has seen aspirations 
and hopes and dreams in the for­
gotten and ignored comers of the 
earth. His organization "Partners 
in Health" has worked to improve 
living conditions in the ghettos, 
barrios, slums and shantytowns 
around the world. 
His experiences have taught 
him that only the public sector 
of a society can assure human 
rights. Those in poverty, stuck at 
the bottom of Malow's pyramid, 
are occupied with day-to-day sur­
vival. 
How can one consider school­
ing when his mind is wholly con­
cerned with finding something to 
eat? 
Investments in public educa­
tion and health care, said Farmer, 
are necessary in the developing 
regions of the world; thus the 
people with economic resources 
must seize their human duty and 
ensure that fundamental human 
rights are not limited to the top of 
the ladder. 
Dr. Farmer's vision under­
scored the core principle estab­
lished at the Social Issues Con­
ference: individuals aspirations 
do not absolve one from social 
responsibility. 




RECOGNIZES SAME SEX 
MARRIAGES 
California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger signed legislation 
Sunday that requires the state to 
recognize same-sex marriages that 
took place in other states during 
the time that they were legal in 
California. 
These include same-sex mar­
riages performed between June 16, 
2008 and Nov. 5, 2008, in either 
California or in other states. The 
end date marks the enacting of 
Proposition 8, a ballot initiative 
that added a ban on same-sex mar­
riage to California's state constitu­
tion. 
However, the new Senate Bill 
54 requires the state to recognize 
such marriages as "unions," per­
mitting that they took place during 
the specific window of time. 
Governor Schwarzenegger 
said in a statement Sunday, "This 
measure honors the will of the 
people in enacting Proposition 8 
while providing important pro­
tections to those unions legally 
entered into in other states." 
SOLDIER DIES AFTER 
TRANSPLANT OF SMOKER'S 
LUNGS 
A reputable UK hospital has 
defended its practice of using 
smoker's donated organs after the 
death of a soldier who received a 
pair of cancerous lungs. 
Corporal Matthew Milling-
ton, 31, died in 2008, less than a 
year after receiving his transplant. 
The hospital stated that the use 
of donor lungs from smokers is 
not unusual, and argued that had 
they not used smoker's lungs, "the 
number of transplants carried out 
would have been significantly 
lower." 
An inquest into Millington's 
death found that the radiographer 
failed to highlight the growth of 
a cancerous tumor in the donated 
lungs. Tests found that Millington 
had received the lungs of a person 
who smoked up to 50 cigarettes a 
day. 
The hospital defended itself 
by claiming that this is a very 
unusual case. They released a 
statement saying, "Patients who 
are accepted onto the transplant 
waiting list have no other option 
open to them, however, we must 
stress that all donor organs are 
screened rigorously prior to trans­
plantation." 
AFGHAN MEMBER RESIGNS 
FROM ELECTORAL 
COMPLAINTS COMMISION 
One of the five members of the 
Electoral Complaints Commission 
in Afghanistan has resigned amid 
allegations of voting fraud during 
their presidential election. 
Mustafa Barakzai was a 
Supreme Court judge, and one 
of two Afghan members of the 
commission. The commission is 
coming close to completing an 
investigation of fraud allegations 
surrounding Afghanistan's Aug. 
20 elections. 
Local news reports have cited 
Barakzai as saying that the com­
mission is too heavily influenced 
by foreigners and that he has not 
been included in the decision­
making process. The head of the 
commission, Grant Kippen said, 
"We are only a five-member team. 
Every member is integral to our 
work." 
Kippen represents one of 
three non-Afghans on the com­
mission. They issued a statement 
that it is "disappointed at the res­
ignation of an important member" 
during such an important time in 
the investigation process. 
RATES WILL RISE UNDER 
PROPOSED SENATE HEALTH 
PLAN 
The Senate Finance Commit-; 
tee is expected to vote Tuesday on' 
the 10-year, $829 billion compro­
mise health care bill drafted under 
the guidance of Senator Max 
Baucus. 
Under this health care plan, 
health insurance premiums for the 
typical American family would in­
crease by another $4,000 by 2019. 
This vote represents a potential 
turning point in the nation's health 
care debate. The Finance Com­
mittee is the last of five panels to 
consider the health care legislation 
before the House of Representa­
tives and the Senate begin full 
debate. 
A recent report from the 
group America's Health Insurance 
Plans found that the proposed plan 
would increase the cost of private 
health insurance by 111 percent 
over the next 10 years. Under the 
current system, costs would re­
portedly rise by 79 percent. 
Source: CNN 
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Betas surf: fun meets philanthropy 
SURF, continued 
proposed the event initially and 
turned it into reality by lifeguard 
tower 23. 
The event went off without a 
hitch. As competitors drew their 
own lines in the water with judges 
watching earnestly, others cheered 
their friends on from the beach. 
The USD surf team had a few 
of their surfers compete" in the 
competition. Some Alumni from 
USD were present. 
Chipotle made a donation of 
burritos for hungry surfers, and 
the weather was perfect, as it usu­
ally is in San Diego. 
The success from this year 
may have inspired the Betas to 
host a similar event annually. They 
hope to build upon it and make it 
a prominent event for the students 
of USD as well as the community. 
LIZ CROSBY/THE VISTA 
USD students gathered at Pacific Beach Saturday to watch the Beta 
Surf Competition. The fraternity held the event to raise money for 
paralysis research. 
USD ASSOCIATED STUDENTS 
PRESENTS 
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Welcome back, USDl 
zpizza is the home of 
artisan pizzas, salads, 
sandwiches and pastas 
serving the USD community 
at our restaurant just down 
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Sean Kingston CONCERT 6 PM TO 9 P.M., MARIAN 
WAY 
8ATRRMT USTflill 11, ill® 
STUDENT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION TAILGATE II AM. TO 2 
P.M. ON PLAZA DE SAN DIEGO, FRONT OE MAHER HALL 




NO delivery fees to campus 
(minimum order $15) 
FREE small salad w/XL pizza 
$4.95 LUNCH (11-3) 
pasta and sandwich 
specials (dine-in only) 
CATERING starts at $5/person 
All day Monday: 
Buy one gluten-free zpizza 
and get the second for $5 
All day Tuesday: 
Buy one Large or XL zpizza 
and get the second for $5 
zpizza will DONATE 20% 
of all revenue for 
USD fundraising events 
held at zpizza 
New menu items: 
•VEGAN zpizza now available 
•Expanded GLUTEN-FREE (GF) menu 
•GF BONELESS CHICKEN WINGS 
available 9/22 
zpizza Linda Vista/USD 
Located in The Village at Morena Vista 
5175 Linda Vista Road 
San Diego, CA 92110 
(619) 272-0022 
Online ordering at 
www.zpizza.com 
Sunday - Thursday: 11-9 
Fr iday /Sa tu rday :  11 -10  
Delivery available all day 
zpizza caters and fundraises for 
USD student organizations 
Check out great deals at 
twitter.com/zpizza_sd3 
Thursday, October 15, 2009 
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The South 
"... art transcends its limitations 
only by staying within them." 
-Mary Ftannery O 'Connor 
I just returned from a trip 
to Savannah, Georgia. It was 
my first time visiting the South, 
if you don't count a layover in 
Atlanta as a visit to the South. It 
was, to say the least, an interest­
ing experience. 
I have always been very ad­
mirable of the Southern states, 
with their genteel habits, fervor 
for traditionalism and slow, 
promenanding pace of life. In 
a way, the South has its own 
unique joie de vivre that exists 
to this very day. 
This is unsurprising. The 
geographic and meteorologi­
cal conditions of life below the 
Mason-Dixon line predispose 
the entire population to a life 
of contemplation that neces­
sitates deliberate action. When 
it's still over 80 degrees with 
almost 100 percent humidity in 
the middle of an October night, 
one has to severely limit his 
movements to avoid breaking a 
sweat. I can hardly imagine life 
in Dixie before the invention of 
the air conditioner; no wonder 
seersucker is so popular with 
those good 'ole boys. It's just 
too bad that such innovations 
have led to Congress sitting in 
air-conditioned chambers nearly 
half the year, rather than fleeing 
from the malaria-rife waters of 
Washington, thus severely limit­
ing their opportunity for legisla­
tive invention. 
The South is also aristo­
cratic, a characteristic that I find 
lacking in a Western egalitar­
ian state like California. An 
antebellum ethos penetrates 
Savannah to the core; one can 
feel it the purposefully designed 
order of the city streets, in the 
marble figures'of Revolutionary 
War heroes that grace public 
squares gathered with Spanish 
moss. Even the denizens of that 
once capital on the sea, saved, 
perhaps divinely, from the fires 
of Sherman, exude charm and 
hospitality. The obviousness of 
Southern esprit and social con­
nectedness is refreshing, though 
mildly jarring, even slightly per­
turbing, for the Yankee visitor. 
I ended my visit to Savan­
nah with a visit to the child­
hood home of Mary Flannery 
O'Connor, a fine author and a 
fascinating character who epito­
mized Southern Gothicism. 
She wrote hauntingly dark and 
grotesque explorations, fueled 
by her vibrant and poetic Irish 
Catholic mind, of morality, ethics 
and simple living. With fluid yet 
haunting grace she transmitted 
a feeling of the South, with all 
its virtues and vices, through 
her writing as no other author 
has done. She was more than a 
Southerner, yet in the. end she 
was nothing but that. In the 
same way, I feel I've left Georgia 
having experienced something 
more than just the South. But, 
in the end, I can explain it in no 
better terms than simply that. 
Health, and health care, are human rights 
NATALIE NEWMAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
Last Thursday, Dr. Paul 
Farmer presented the keynote lec­
ture at USD's 20th Annual Social 
Issues Conference. As a physician 
and human rights activist who has 
devoted his life's work to treating 
the world's poorest inhabitants, 
Farmer was the perfect speaker to 
present on the topic of whether or 
not "health" is a human right. 
Dr. Farmer began his speech 
by stating that "in order to see 
genuine development [in health 
care], we must make substantial 
investments in public health and 
public education." 
Farmer, a professor at Har­
vard University, has worked ex­
tensively in Haiti, Rwanda, and 
Boston; for the majority of the 
patients he treats, health care is 
only one of many human rights of 
which they have no protection. 
During his lecture, he 
stressed the importance of build­
ing infrastructure, providing new 
health services, training health 
workers and conducting innova­
tive research. Believing that such 
a system will "provide a natural 
feedback loop to improve qual­
ity," Farmer also stressed the im­
portance of partnerships between 
public and private organizations, 
as well as the need for "a strat­
egy that integrates prevention in 
care." 
The work of Paul Farmer is 
truly inspiring and forces us to 
seriously reconsider of what a 
human right actually consists. Is 
health such a right? In American 
society, we have set up our system 
in such a way that one's right to 
healthcare, and thus, to health, is 
dependent on whether you have 
the money to pay for it. While this 
system works for some, it fails mis­
erably for others. What a tragedy 
that'someone should fall terribly ill 
or die as the result of a disease that 
is perfectly treatable and curable 
with 21st century technology. 
" In the 2007 documentary 
"Sicko," a British doctor said, "I'm 
so thankful that I work in a system 
where I don't have to worry about 
turning people away because of 
their inability to pay." As Farmer 
recounted, "1 have seen a man 
whose guts have been shredded by 
bacteria from drinking contami­
nated water. I have seen a woman 
die from complications of child­
birth. I have seen a child writhing 
in pain from a disease for which a 
vaccine has existed for 100 years. 
'What a stupid death' is a Haitian, 
saying that we use." 
The work of Paul Farmer 
has saved the lives of thousands 
of people who would have never 
dreamed of having access to 
health care. All this has been ac­
complished by the vision of just 
one person. Just as public educa­
tion is provided to all as a means 
of improving the quality of life, 
health care should be a human 
right as well. It is the key element 
that enables us to continue living 
our lives. In the words of Dr. Paul 
Farmer, "Every premature death 
should be considered a rebuke of 
human rights." 
RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA 
•Dr. Paul Farmer of Harvard University speaks of human rights and health care 
Controversy in France over soccer, sex 
JT HOWLAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
The most popular sport in the 
world faced a different kind of 
headline in the Associated Press 
recently, one that we do not see 
everyday: "French gay soccer 
team snubbed by Muslim team." 
It seems a local Paris football 
team composed of homosexuals 
was scheduled to compete against 
another local team made up of 
Muslims; both teams were mem­
bers of an amateur league. A press 
release from the Muslim team 
cites religious convictions for the 
primary motivation for the refusal 
to engage their counterparts on 
the soccer pitch. 
"It's not right," said Kelin 
Briones, a Torero soccer goalie 
and a senior. "I believe that every­
one is equal and should have the 
right to live how they want and 
that should not affect the lives of 
others." This is just one of many 
reactions and, in this day and age, 
it is not an uncommon one. 
Times have changed and 
many more people are actively 
involved with the promotion of 
gay rights both in and out of the 
community. 
"It's disappointing to hear of 
such discrimination getting in the 
way of a pasttime that is meant to 
bring so many cultures around the 
world together," said Sam Reeder, 
another senior and Torero defen-
seman. 
Soccer is certainly a global 
sport, but sports in general are 
meant to bring cultures together 
in a competitive and fun environ­
ment. When stories like these are 
released for people around the 
world to read, negative connota­
tions against Muslims, and perhaps 
towards soccer, are inculcated. 
In the United States, soccer 
is just starting to get more "street 
cred." What would people think if 
this story had been headline news 
on ESPN? It's difficult to read that 
such discrimination is still going 
on in other parts of the world, espe­
cially in a part of the world where 
soccer is the ultimate sport. 
This all begs the question, 
when it comes to sports, as to 
whether athletes ought to play an 
opponent regardless of particular 
circumstances or the convictions 
dictated by their belief systems. 
"I get where the Muslim 
soccer team is coming from in 
having [their] strong beliefs," said 
Briones, "but I still think that they 
should have given [the homosexual 
team] the right to play." Others 
have expressed similar frustration. 
"It's disappointing, that religion 
can be so ignorant in today's teach­
ings," Reeder said. 
L0RA SF0RZA/THE VISTA 
It is a very sensitive subject 
when people openly discuss re­
ligion, homosexuality or the two 
together. It comes down to the fact 
that culture influences our lives. 
How we are raised and how we 
contemplate life's important deci­
sions are both governed by our cul­
tural background. Was it right for 
the Muslim team to do what they 
did? Perhaps so, at least from their 
perspective. But, in many other 
parts of the world, people see such 
actions through a more discrimina­
tory eye. 




more NOT than Hot 
Dear Vista Editors: 
As a USD alum and former 
staff member of The Vista, I am 
excited when I get the opportu­
nity to read a new issue. In your 
Oct. 1 issue, however, I came 
across something that was both 
extremely distasteful and inap­
propriate. 
In the back page of that 
edition, there was a sports box 
entitled "Hot/Not." While most 
of the comparisons were funny, 
I found one to be very upset­
ting. 
That comparison put 
"USC Barbells" under the 
"Hot" column and "Stephen 
[sic] Johnson" under the "Not" 
column. This no doubt is a refer­
ence to the USC running-back's 
freak weightlifting injury on 
Sept. 28, when a barbell fell on 
his throat during a workout. 
Seeing this among oth­
erwise funny comparisons 
shocked me for many reasons. 
First, Johnson sustained a seri­
ous injury that, according to the 
Los Angeles Times, required 
seven hours of surgery. He was 
in critical condition and was 
spitting up blood following the 
accident. While he is expected 
to make a full recovery, the ac­
cident itself doesn't seem very 
funny. 
In addition, anyone who 
has used a bench press knows 
the unnerving feeling of having 
the bar come back down when 
a rep cannot be completed. It is 
not a joking matter, especially 
when the bar and weights in 
question total 275 pounds. 
Finally, this was a freak 
accident that could happen 
to any athlete; it was not the 
result of Johnson doing some­
thing stupid or irresponsible. 
If something similar happened 
to a USD athlete, most Toreros 
would not be having a laugh at 
his or her expense. 
And to make matters 
worse, the reference added 
insult to injury - Stafon's name 
was misspelled in the column. 
On Sept. 30, Johnson, 
stafonl3 on Twitter, tweeted 
"Thank you every 1 4 all the 
love and support." Without a 
doubt, The Vista is an entity that 
should go without his thanks 
for trying to make a quick joke 
at his expense. 
Anthony Gentile 
Alumnus, Class of 2008 
Correction 
Last week's fair trade article 
by Hannah Evans and Ashlen 
Nimmo contained a typograph­
ical error. The final sentence of 
the final paragraph should have 
read "Fair trade does not solve 
all social issues." We apologize 
for this omission. 
Alcohol cannot arrive any sooner at the SLP 
Among new ammenities, the most exciting addition will he university bar 
AARON LEVINE 
STAFF WRITFR 
The Student Life Pavilion is 
awesome. For those of you who 
are freshmen, or have recently 
transfered, don't take that building 
for granted; it is awesome. 
The new cafeteria has im­
proved dramatically, although 
eating is now more expensive as 
most meals are a la carte. Brunch 
and dinner, however, remain the 
same. Despite the increase in 
price, the quality is far superior 
to that of the old cafeteria. As a 
fifth year senior, I can attest that 
I wish I had somewhere decent to 
eat during the first four years I was 
here. Rumor has it that there will 
soon be alcohol served as well, 
which is an additional huge plus. 
I am not an advocate of 
binge drinking on campus, but 
if alcohol is going to be served 
responsibly to students or gradu­
ate students who are of legal age 
to drink, then I really don't see a 
problem. It might just play a part 
in school spirit. When we have 
sporting events at home many up-
perclassmen and graduate students 
are more likely to actively show 
support for our athletic teams if 
they were allowed to buy drinks 
at a bar on campus. It just sounds 
like a good thing for the school to 
do in order to improve the social 
aspect of campus life. As it stands 
now, our school is not the most 
spirited. 
The SLP also has a new up­
scale market. The old market 
place was equally expensive but 
had almost nothing in it; the new 
marketplace is like a mini-Whole 
Foods by comparison. There is a 
huge selection of organic foods, 
fruits and vegetables. The prices 
are high, but it is on-campus and 
convenient. The market also con­
tains a small deli, which has up­
graded the overall quality of fast 
food. 
There are new lounge areas 
with flat screen televisions both 
upstairs by the market and down­
stairs in the cafeteria. Overall, 
this has been a huge upgrade to 
the campus and I am glad to have 
the opportunity to experience a 
campus with a place to eat and to 
hang out in-between classes. 
It almost isn't so bad to be 
stranded on campus waiting for 
my next class with a place to 
watch television, get some food 
and, sooner or later, get a drink. 
The U.S. owes a debt to the people of Guam 
4 4 Ever since its liberation 
from Japanese forces in 1944, 
Guam has been on the bottom 




To many people, Guam is 
just a tiny island that may or may 
not exist. For me, and a growing 
number of students here at USD, 
Guam is the little piece of para­
dise that we call home. A territory 
of the United States, residents of 
Guam are considered full U.S. 
citizens. Our sons and daughters 
even enlist in the military and risk 
their lives to defend this country. 
During World War II, Guam was 
the only American soil to be in­
vaded and occupied by enemy 
Japanese forces. 
The suffering our people had 
to endure: rape, torture and mas­
sacre, are horrors that citizens on 
the mainland feared only in their 
dreams. Ever since its liberation 
from Japanese forces in 1944, 
Guam has been on the bottom of 
the totem pole in Congressional 
legislation, as far as financial ap­
propriations for local spending is 
concerned. But, one can only go 
unappreciated for so long. 
This past January, Congress-
woman Madeleine Bordallo, 
Guam's non-voting delegate in 
Washington, introduced H.R. 44, 
a bill to "recognize the suffering 
and loyalty of the people of Guam 
during the Japanese occupation of 
Guam in World War II." Recogni­
tion of this service would come in 
the form of monetary reparations 
payable to survivors, as well as 
family members of the deceased 
who were "raped, injured, in­
terned, or subjected to forced 
labor or marches resulting from, 
or incident to, such occupation 
and subsequent liberation." 
The bill passed the House 
in February, but was met with 
up-tumed noses and little inter­
est when it made it to the Senate. 
In the end, the Senate rejected 
Bordallo's bill, removing it from 
inclusion in the National Defense 
Authorization Act. Guamian war 
claims are effectively dead end. 
The Senate's exclusion of 
the bill from the Defense Act 
is a major slap in the face to the 
people of Guam, who have been 
nothing but loyal citizens of the 
United States. Military enlistment 
numbers in Guam rank as some of 
the highest. Guamanian troops are 
deployed, just like troops around 
the mainland, and die at war, yet 
residents of Guam cannot even 
vote for the man who, as President, 
will send their sons and daughters 
into the fray. 
It is time for Guam to receive 
the recognition it rightfully de­
serves. H.R. 44 was the most ap­
propriate way for the United States 
to show its appreciation for all that 
Guam has done and continues to 
do for America. Yet, Congress 
has once again chosen to sweep a 
whole group of persons under the 
rug. Though disappointed, we, the 
citizens of Guam, will not give 
up. Our people stand strong in the 
face of adversity and will continue 
to fight for what we deserve. On 
behalf of all Guamanians, I urge 
you to stand with us and push your 
senators to support Guam and 
reward its loyalty. 
Guam may be just a small 
island, but it is truly paradise. And, 
the people who come from there 
are ones you'll never forget. 
E VISTA 
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"If you hold hope in one hand and s*** in the other, which'll fill up faster?" 
-Jesse Slagill (1907-1987) 
Since the institution of the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1901, it has 
been awarded to 97 individuals. 
These individuals of outstanding 
integrity that have been exemplars 
of mankind, working towards the 
establishment of lasting peace 
amongst all men. Together they 
have made lasting contributions 
to the pacificity of international 
relations. Barack Obama now 
joins their hallowed ranks. We 
wonder what he has done to merit 
this distinction. 
One of the first men to re­
ceive this prestigious award was 
Jean-Henri Dunant. He founded 
the International Red Cross, an 
organization that to this very day 
provides vital fesources to the 
needy around the world, in times 
of peace and war. 
Blessed Mother Teresa of Cal­
cutta received her award in 1979. 
Bom a poor Albanian in a time 
wrecked by war and tumultuous 
instability, she would reach out a 
loving hand to the untouchables 
of India, veritably changing the 
world. 
In 1989, the Dali Lama was 
acknowledged for his struggle in 
fighting for the independence of 
his homeland, Tibet, from which 
he was forcefully expelled by the 
Red Chinese. He has tenaciously 
opposed their oppressive and inhu­
mane tactics. His peaceful efforts 
are a tribute to the cultural and 
religious strength of his people and 
their ancient customs. 
More recently, Muhammad 
Yunus, a Bangladeshi economist, 
was recognized for his contributions 
to lasting world peace. Whereas 
most bank loans are available only 
to those with established credit or 
existing capital, the microcredit 
programs he founded allow even 
the most amateur and lacking of en­
trepreneurs to realize their dreams 
of business ownership or simply the 
pride of owning a plot of farmland. 
Obama pales in comparison, 
with these monumental figures. 
The Nobel Prize committee has 
acknowledged Obama's "efforts" 
to strengthen international diplo­
macy. They have praised him for 
bringing "hope" to the people of the 
world and for affecting a change in 
the world's perception of American 
hegemony. 
Since when does "effort" make 
a man worthy of such a respected 
prize? Surely, lasting peace requires 
more than a widespread feeling 
of hope. We believe the Nobel 
Prize committee has acted pre­
maturely. Obama has certainly 
rocked the proverbial political 
boat. He is attempting to make 
reparation for the sins of the 
Bush administration. This is cer­
tainly needed. After eight years 
of unilateralism, a war that will 
soon surpass Vietnam in tenure 
and ridiculous boycotts of French 
goods, America needs to recon­
nect with her global neighbors. 
But, why sing the praises of 
Obama before the history books 
have even recorded his accom­
plishments? His dreams of a new 
Pax Americana have yet to come 
to fruition; prudence dictates we 
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French horrified as McDonald's opens in Louvre 
Michael Moore shares concern with new critique of American capitalism 
LIZ CROSBY 
STAFF WRITFR 
We live in a world domi­
nated by the dollar. Those that 
are capable of manipulating the 
economy to their advantage reap 
the financial benefits. Unemploy­
ment has already reached a stag­
gering 9.8 percent in America, 
despite Obama's stated goal to 
keep it below 8.5 percent. One 
out of four Americans looking for 
work are unable to find a job. Ac­
cording to statistics, nearly every 
eight seconds someone will lose 
their home in the United States. 
And, of course, there's that pesky 
health care issue too. 
Naturally, amidst this storm 
of controversy, Michael Moore 
has relished the opportunity 
to make a new film. His latest 
movie, entitled "Capitalism: a 
Love Story," is supposedly the 
culmination of his over-twenty 
year career. 
Although the message that 
Michael Moore conveys is a 
little redundant in this faltering 
economy, it speaks to the need for 
action, as so many people seem 
to have resigned themselves to 
idly standing by as the economy 
continues to plummet. Americans 
allow themselves to be pacified 
by the continual barrage of their 
day jobs, TV sitcoms or the latest 
celebrity scandals. If you were 
Michael Moore, perhaps you 
would make movies too. 
Moore continues to 
badger big name cor­
porate businesses in 
"Capitalism" with a loud speaker 
and a baseball cap. His shock-
gag antics are a little hypocriti­
cal considering he has amassed 
a substantial amount of wealth 
himself with his highly successful 
documentaries. If his solution to 
all problems is allocating money 
from the wealthiest one percent of 
America to the bottom 95 percent 
of Americans, than why hasn't 
he he acted personally, leading 
by example? Moore seems to be 
exploiting the current economic 
crisis. It's all too reminiscent of 
A1 Gore's call in "An Inconve­
nient Truth" to take arms against 
pollution while riding around in 
his fuel inefficient car and resid­
ing in a home that consumes an 
obscene amount of energy. 
Capitalism used to be based 
around a good, Puritan work 
ethic, but now it seems to have 
been demonized, primarily by the 
inherent greed of corporations. 
We've undoubtedly become de­
pendent upon these corporations 
for cheaper consumer products. 
We've placed ourselves in a vi­
cious cycle of working hard 
in order to stay afloat in 
the economy. More 
often than not, we 
spend as little money as possible; 
this is why we support corporate 
businesses over private busi­
nesses. With our stifled incomes, 
we're more likely to go to Star­
bucks than our local coffee shop. 
Thanks to this frugal con­
sumer behavior, Starbucks has 
gone international. They even 
have a location near the Louvre 
in Paris. Now, to the disdain of 
the French, McDonald's will 
open a location inside the Louvre 
as well. Corporate businesses 
infiltrate every nook and cranny 
of the economy with any promise * 
of profit. As college students, we 
should be extremely disconcerted 
by the way our economy is shap­
ing up, especially since many of 
us will be in debt before we can 
even get involved in the working 
world. 
It is our generation that will 
have to bear the burden of this 
economic meltdown. Universities 
like USD continue to churn out 
intellectuals with degrees in 
various majors. However, 
we are being jetti­
soned into a daunt­
ing reality that 
is perhaps 
the worst 
economy since the Great De­
pression. We can ignore this di­
lemma for only so long. The fact 
of the matter is that employees 
cost money. As unemployment 
rises, the Dow Jones goes down; 
it becomes advantageous to let 
go of unnecessary employees in 
large corporations because they 
are merely added expenditures. 
All of these facts point to a 
nightmarish future. Who is going 
to survey the fine print and deci­
pher how to get out of this mess? 
Although President Obama re­
cently received the Nobel Peace 
Prize, I think it's safe to say that 
we can't rely upon just one in­
dividual to correct this gigantic 
and continually amassing deficit. 
I hate to think of what sort of 
economy we'll see in the future 
should we get too comfortable 
riding the bench; now is not the 
time to be lethargic. 
Moore can attack the Right 
all he wants, but we're all in 
this mess together. At the end 
of an interview for his new film, 
Moore made a comment about 
the degradation of intelligence 
in America. This seems to be his 
only message to our generation. 
It may just take a stroke of genius 
to untangle ourselves from this 
national debt that capitalism only 
seems to fuel. In a time where 
McDonald's can invade the epit­
ome of French snobbery and 
sophistication, the Louvre, 
we should be worried, 
very worried. 
LORA SFORZA/THE VISTA 
Editors Respond 
The "Hot or Not" list is not, never has been, and never 
will be anything but a form of comedic expression. It is not 
intended as a serious categorization to be taken seriously, but 
rather as a satirical critique of current events. We realize now 
that the inclusion of Stafon Johnson was not in the best of 
taste. We apologize for offending the sensibilities of some of 
our readers. While we hope that future "Hot or Not" lists will 
be appreciated in the light-hearted manner in which they are 
intended, we will be more judicious in our future use of events 
or persons who have suffered personal injury or insult. We 
wish Stafon Johnson a speedy recovery and hope he can soon 
return the the field. 
Letters to the Editor 
The Vista encourages letters to the editor and commentary from 
students, faculty, staff, administration and the community. 
Letters and commentaries should be sent to letters@usdvista.com. 
They will go directly to the editor-in-chief and the opinion editor. 
Correspondance should be limited to 300 words and must include 
verifiable contact information. Letter content is subject to editing 
for clarity and style. 
The Vista does not publish anonymous letters, those addressed to a 





It's that time of the year 
again, when students take weeks 
or just minutes to decide their 
Halloween costumes. It is a time 
when one can be whatever or 
whomever one wants. Halloween 
is fast approaching and talk about 
the spirit of the season among 
students has already begun. 
As the autumn air opens the 
doors of fall, the spirit of Hal­
loween can be found all around 
San Diego. Whether it's pumpkin 
spices in your favorite drinks at 
Starbucks, or the decorations 
found scattered around it's ap­
parent that the holiday season is 
almost here. 
Halloween is filled with 
spooky decorations, tales about 
witches and monsters and the 
excitement that leads up to Oct. 
31. And of course, most kids' 
number one goal is to see who 
can get the most candy that their 
little pillowcases can hold. Pump­
kin carvings and pumpkin pie are 
Halloween traditions that get the 
little ones almost as excited as 
the holiday itself. 
But things change as kids 
grow up and turn into college 
students. Talk about scary. The 
nature of Halloween celebrations 
changes and it is not just about 
scary movies or free candy. As 
we have all learned from "Mean 
Girls," "Halloween is the one 
night a year when girls can dress 
like total sluts and no other girls 
can say anything about it." 
Every imaginable person 
or abominable creature can be 
turned into a costume with mini­
mal clothing. From movie char­
acters to innocent animals, from 
famous celebrities to historical 
figures, every sort of Hallow­
een costume under the sun will 
be found come the end of the 
month. 
There is one other notable 
difference between Halloween as 
a child and as a college student. 
Somehow, college students have 
managed to extend Halloween 
from one night to at least three. 
And, attending more than two 
Halloween parties is certainly the 
norm. 
"It's fun to dress up as some­
one you aren't, but it's definitely 
a time that the inner skank in 
every girl comes out and guys 
run around half-naked," senior 
Bashana Ditty said, who plans on 
dressing up as a Greek god. 
So, what is the fun in dress­
ing up as something, or someone, 
different? Ask your friends and 
fellow classmates this Halloween 
season that very question, if you 
can even recognize them. 
Wal-Mart tests local residents near Civil War battlefield 
SPENCER HAYES 
G1JFST WRITFR 
Retail giant Wal-Mart has 
crossed yet another ethical and 
controversial boundary in the 
name of capitalism. Wal-Mart, 
in its never-ending quest for ex­
pansion, recently set its sights on 
Wilderness Battlefield located in 
central Virginia. You may recall 
the Wilderness Battlefield from 
basic history classes in high 
school.This pivotal battle marked 
a turning point in the Civil War, 
when Ulysses S. Grant, General 
of the Union forces and Robert 
E. Lee, leader of Confederate 
forces, faced off in May of 1864. 
During the battle, one of the 
bloodiest in American history, 
the North defeated the South and 
finally gained momentum against 
the rebel forces. 
This battlefield is an open 
land mass that seems like any 
other. It is undeveloped, the per­
fect lot for a super-center sized, 
145,000 sq. ft. Wal-Mart, com­
plete with parking lot. After all, 
who cares about the Civil War? 
That all happened almost 150 
years ago. 
Personally, 1 am disturbed 
that Wal-Mart would even fathom 
building a store on a Civil War 
battle site. It seems others share 
my convictions. 16,000 residents 
of Orange County, in which the 
field sits, have petitioned against 
Wal-Marts's advance. 
According to Walmartwatch. 
com, a watch-dog website devot­
ed to monitoring the advancement 
of Wal-Mart, this is just another 
case of the purposeful destruction 
of American history. Wal-Mart 
has been involved with similar 
conflicts in the past, having built, 
or attempted to build, stores on 
Native American burial sites, 
ancient ruins and other holy sites. 
To add insult to injury, within a 
20-mile radius of the proposed 
Wilderness site, there are already 
an additional six Wal-Marts. I 
guess with "Always Low Prices" 
comes "Always Low Morals." 
Wal-Mart always seems to 
push the boundaries with dis­
criminating against women, caus­
ing health care controversies or 
scheming in some other manner. 
They have pushed the boundary 
of acceptability once again. 
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Letterman embroiled in a sex-in-the-workplace scandal 
Popular celebrities, for better or worse, given a pass for impropriety 
BEVERLY HUTCHINGS 
STAFF WRITFR 
Hollywood wouldn't be Hol­
lywood without the sex, lies and 
scandal and Letterman wouldn't 
be Letterman if he didn't poke fun 
at his own sex, lies and scandal. 
On Oct. 1, the host of "The 
Late Show" on CBS announced 
to his audience and viewers that 
he had been faced with extortion. 
Robert Joe Halderman, producer 
of CBS's "48 Hours" and ex-
boyfriend to Letterman's lover 
interest, had just been arrested for 
attempting to blackmail Letter-
man and threatening to expose the 
host's numerous affairs with "Late 
Show" staffers. In typical Letter-
man fashion, he reported his own 
story as he would any other, keep­
ing the tone light and his choice of 
words comical. 
The audience, hardly an­
ticipating such a heavy confession, 
laughed the whole way through. 
Each line of Letterman's story 
came off as another punch line. He 
jokingly referred to his blackmail­
er's allegations as "all the creepy 
things I've done" and called the 
situation "a little hinky." Even at 
the end of his 10-minute admis­
sion, Letterman could not help but 
add, "would it be embarrassing if 
it were made public? Perhaps it 
would, perhaps it would. Especial­
ly for the women." After all, an­
nouncing to the public that you're 
sleeping with David Letterman 
does not exactly grant celebrity 
status. 
The weekend after the extor­
tion case was made public, Letter-
man joked, "I got into the car this 
morning and the navigation lady 
wasn't talking to me." Letterman 
has more serious problems, though, 
including the chance he may 
lose his job. Ultimately, it comes 
down to ethics versus profits. Was 
it ethical for Letterman to sleep 
with members of his staff? Prob­
ably not. Most people agree that 
the best way to maintain healthy 
workplace relationships is to keep 
them strictly professional. It's also 
the best way to avoid extortion. 
CBS News is covering the 
scandal, but there is little indica­
tion that the company will fire 
Letterman. And why would they? 
With Jay Leno moving to another 
network and Conan O'Brien bomb­
ing in the ratings, Letterman is the 
only powerhouse talk show host 
on CBS. Officials are applauding 
his honesty and audiences are ac­
cepting his apologies. So long as 
he makes people laugh, what more 
does he have to do? 
Nationally syndicated talk 
show host Don Imus may have 
intended to make people laugh 
when he called Rutgers Unvier-
sity's women basketball players 
"nappy headed hos" back in 2007. 
The remark cost him only seven 
months suspension from airwaves. 
Racist remarks or not, Imus was in 
the wrong, but he made too much 
money to be shunned from radio 
forever. Letterman is in a similar 
situation. A hand is slapped, a head 
is hung and everybody moves on. 
In no industry but Hollywood 
would such a figure get applauded 
for his inappropriate behavior. 
CEOs are fired; politicians step 
down, unless their name is Bill 
Clinton; celebrities are handed a 
'Get Out of Jail Free' card. Just 
think of Jude Law, LeAnn Rimes 
and Hugh Grant. However, if the 
dean of a university was involved 
in a sexual scandal involving co­
workers and was forced to admis­
sion because of a failed attempted 
blackmail, he would unquestion­
ably step down from his position. 
Students, staff and members of the 
community would no longer trust 
that dean. Yet when the offender is 
a celebrity, different rules seem to 
apply. Their status rises and money 
even pours in. In Letterman's case, 
ratings went up. 
Still, one has to applaud 
Letterman, or at least his agent, for 
handling the situation perfectly. 
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He did not lie, he did not draw out 
the situation and he maintained his 
dignity. He even apologized on-air 
to his staff and his wife. Some 
may call his jokes inappropriate, 
but can you blame the guy? He's a 
L0RA SF0RZA/THE VISTA 
comedian; that's his way of coping 
with heavy topics. The show must 
go on. 
In the meantime, keep an eye 
out for the list of Letterman's "Top 
Ten Pickup Lines." 
Buy a SDSU Student Semester Pass & score unlimited 
rides on the Bus and Trolley all semester long. 
On sale at the UC Box Office 
September 1 - October 15,2009 
$154 
Valid August 26 - December 31,2009 
(includes a $15 USD subsidy) 
Limit one pass per student. Student ID required for purchase. 
www.sdmts.com 
Ditch 
the parking headache. 
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Power of Iran 
MICHAEL LU 
flUFST WRITFR 
Iran recently announced 
they had successfully launched 
medium-range Shabab mis­
siles with multiple warheads 
and a range around 2000 km, 
potentially putting Israel and 
U.S. bases in the Gulf at risk. 
This comes three months af­
ter Iran's presidential election, 
where an overwhelming 72 
percent of the country voted for 
current president, Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad. 
"I was shocked when I 
first heard the news. I needed 
an entire day just to sit in my 
room and process all of what 
was going on," said Cameron 
Khodabakhsh, a sophomore 
at USD, who is of Iranian de­
scent. He traveled to Iran in 
June and voted during the pres­
idential election. The aftermath 
of the election resulted in an 
uproar among Iran's citizens, 
with fiery protests and violent 
altercations between police and 
bystanders. An estimated 150 
people died during the five-week 
presidential election, some by the 
Basij Militia. 
" A An 
estimated 150 
people died dur­
ing the 5-week 
presidential 
election. 
Iran's nuclear enrichment 
program has been evolving dur­
ing Ahmadinejad's administra­
tion, even with continual threats 
of sanctions from the United Na­
tions and International Atomic 
Energy Agency inspections of 
sites in Tehran. A commission 
of six nations, the United States, 
Britain, China, France, Russia 
and Germany, has been in con­
tact with Iran for the past few 
years trying to develop a resolu­
tion to Iran's nuclear crisis. The 
exhibition of Iran's nuclear 
strength and capability has cata­
pulted Iran as a force to be reck­
oned with among its Western 
counterparts. 
However, increasing pres­
sure from the Obama Admin­
istration and Prime Minister 
Netanyahu on the Iranian govern­
ment seems to have engineered a 
revival in the six-party talks, most 
prominently between Iran and 
China. 
The most significant voice 
in the Middle East, Iran has 
constantly been at war with the 
United States on the issue of 
Israel. Over the years, President 
Ahmadinejad has come out with 
speeches condemning Israel and 
the United States. During one of 
his speeches in 2005, Ahmadine­
jad declared, "They have cre­
ated a myth in the name of the 
Holocaust and consider above it 
God, religion and its prophets." 
Invited by Columbia 
University as a guest speaker in 
2007, Ahmadinejad delivered a 
speech aimed at glorifying Iran 
as a nation that stressed more 











counterparts. 9 9  
als such as freedom of speech, 
equality among men and women 
and the treatment ofhomosexuals, 
unlike the United States. This was 
met by harsh criticism from both 
Republicans and Democrats, 
many of whom were shocked 
and angered at Columbia for 
allowing Ahmadinejad to 
come and speak to their 
student body. 
"Iran is entitled to nu­
clear power, so long as 
they use it for peaceful 
purposes," USD sopho­
more Jeff George said. "I be­
lieve that there are too many 
nuclear weapons in the 
world as is, and we should 
be working on reducing the 
number of nuclear weapons in 
the world, not the number of 
countries with nuclear power." 
The international spotlight 
is on Iran due to the Western 
world's concerns over the poten-
tional adaption of nucleaur pow­













Pakistan, Iraq and 
Turkey all border 
Iran, which is located 
in South West Asia. 
Sources: CNN, Al-Jazeera, UN.org 
QUICK FACTS 
FORMERLY KNOWN AS: Persia 
SIZE: 1,648,000 Km 
TEMPERATURE: Due to the vast deserts, Iran Is predominantly an arid region, 
which is subject to droughts, earthquakes and floods. 
POPULATION: 0\er 70 million, making Iran the most populous country in the 
region. 
OFFICIAL RELIGION: Islam, about 90 percent of Iranians are Muslims 
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: Persian 
AGRICULTURE: Wheat, barley, rice, cotton, fruits, tobacco, hemp and tea. 
NATURAL RESOURCES: The world's largest gas reserves. 
EXPORTS: Crude petroleum, refined petroleum, textiles, nuts, fruits, hides, iron 
and steal. 
IMPORTS: Machinery, military supplies and metals. 
HANDICRAFTS: Carpet weaving, ceramics, silk and jewelry. 
CURRENT PRESIDENT: Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
AHMADINEJAD'S RELATION TO THE UNITED STATES: The Iranian President is 
known for his numerous disagreements with the United States regarding Iran's nuclear 
power. 
AHMADINEJAD'S OPINION OF IRAN'S NUCLEUR WEAPOnS: They are intended for 
peaceful purposes. 
OBAMA'S OPINION OF IRAN'S NUCLEUR WEAPONS: Iran's nucleur weapon sites go 
against ideals of international peace. 
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Knowing someone in a 
band makes me feel a lot cooler 
then I probably am. I mean, not 
to say I'm not cool or anything, 
but whenever I go see a friend 
play a show I feel as if they are 
playing every song specifically 
for me. The reasoning behind 
this is due to the fact that I have 
spent countless hours in the 
garages of aspiring musicians 
listening to their music progress 
over the years. 
This past weekend I at­
tended a small show at a coffee 
house in which my good friend 
was headlining. Then again, 
I don't know if headlining is 
the right word for the size of 
the show, but be was the last 
to perform and by far the most 
talented. I'm not just saying 
this because he is my friend. He 
truly is a rock star. 
The real thing is, seeing 
a big name like Radiohead or 
Paul McCartney is undoubtedly 
an experience that takes all the 
energy out of you after the show 
is over. However, watching a 
close friend sing his heart out to 
you in the front row is quite sat­
isfying. This isn't to say that if 
I had to choose between seeing 
Jack White shred on the guitar 
and my lifelong friend strum­
ming away while I sip on coffee 
and smoke a cigarette that 1 
would go support the friend. 
I do still enjoy drinking a beer 
and being crammed between 
men and women perspiring for 
hours upon end, idolizing musi­
cians to extents that are some­
times obsessive. 
I pathetically fall into this 
category. I am the number one 
fan to my musically inclined 
friends. Watching them up on 
stage singing solely to me, or so 
I like to think so, makes me feel 
like a proud parent. I know their 
songs better than I do my favor­
ite musicians. It's always inter­
esting to hear them play a song, 
then hear it a month later and 
note the changes the song has 
undergone. It's a cool feeling to 
have when you feel like you are 
the only person who has heard 
the song being played. You kind 
of feel like the ultimate groupie 
sitting stage level and comment­
ing on every joke the performer 
cracks, or attempts to crack. 
Then you end up just laughing 
at him and not feeling bad. 
That is the beauty of watch­
ing a friend perform. No matter 
how many times the stage pres­
ence begins to feel awkward, 
you still love them for being up 
there and singing to you. 
Groundation: doing it for the sake of music 
DWIGHT GILLBERG 
HI IF,ST WRITFR 
With the constant flow of pre­
packaged, made for radio hits that 
comprise the mainstream music 
world today, Groundation provides 
a much-needed breath of fresh air. 
The bom and bred Northern Cali­
fornia roots reggae band delivers 
the audience a jam session that 
highlights their creativity and pas­
sion for the art of music making. 
Through 14-minute long 
songs, consisting of five-minute 
-longpiano, drum and horn solos, 
the band rebels against the notion 
of marketing music as a product. 
The lead singer and guitar­
ist, Harrison Stafford, describes 
the attitude of Groundation as 
one where, "We are not going to 
listen to a person in a suit...money 
is not going to dictate our music 
and our direction." This is a rarity 
in music today, as evidenced by 
watching any rap video that plays 
on MTV. Writing music to write 
music, instead of writing music to 
sell music is something that is not 
frequently heard on the radio or 
seen on television. 
When asked why the group 
was drawn to music, the charis­
matic Stafford responded, "We 
didn't come to music because we 
wanted girls, or we wanted a big 
house or to be rich millionaires. 
We came to music because we 
felt something real." The realness 
of Groundation is immediately 
visible to the audience as soon as 
they begin their set and it lasts all 
the way to the end of the show. 
The message of Grounda­
tion is one that is perpetuated by 
many reggae bands, a message of 
unity and global consciousness. 
Stafford, a former professor at 
Sonoma State in Northern Cali­
fornia, believes that music plays 
a fundamental role in the bring­
ing together of people of all kinds 
of backgrounds. He says that the 
goal of Groundation is to help 
people realize the power of music, 
"Through a dark moment music 
is the light. We are living in dark 
times and we are trying to inspire 
light...we are trying to make that 
light brighter," Stafford said. 
Whether or not you are in­
spired by Groundation, there is no 
arguing the creativity and subtle 
rebellion against a music scene 
that has become all too monoto­
nous and similar. It is something 
to be valued and respected. 
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Harrioson Stafford of Groundation belts his message of "unity and 
global consciousness." 
Prospective on-campus pub for USD community 
Can a new forum strengthen student-teacher ? 
JT HOWLAN 
GUEST WRITFR 
In American culture, most 
youths under the age of 21 cannot 
wait to legally drink. However, 
being under 21 does not restrict 
you from having a good time. 
Once you are of age, one begins to 
notice why there is a legal drink­
ing age. 
Being 21 and a senior at USD 
makes you wonder what it would 
be like if alcohol was served on 
campus. Then you think, well 
it's a Catholic school and that is 
why they don't allow the serving 
of alcoholic beverages. However, 
enjoying a glass of fine wine or a 
beer after a rough day of classes 
would be comforting and a huge 
stress release. 
Recently, I have caught wind 
of a rumor that there might be a 
pub built on campus in the new 
Student Life Pavilion. Dr. Tom 
Cosgrove, convener of the Hahn 
University Center Expansion-sub-
committee, assisted me on many 
of the questions floating around 
campus. The main question, being 
"Will there be a pub-like facility 
going into the new project?" The 
answer was very simple from Dr. 
Cosgrove, "Yes, there will be such 
a facility. It is currently a part of 
the remaining renovations in the 
Hahn Center. It is due to open 
mid-November of this year." This 
will probably put smiles on the 
faces of many 21-year-olds in the 
USD community. 
The alcohol will obviously 
be served in accordance with state 
and federal laws to patrons of 21 
years of age or older. "A survey 
administered in 2005 to under­
graduate, graduate and law stu-
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dents demonstrated strong interest 
in such a facility on campus," Dr. 
Cosgrove said. A considerable 
amount of those surveyed were 
influenced by the idea of faculty 
having "informal interactions with 
students and colleagues." To many 
students among the USD com­
munity, the faculty is much more 
than the teachers. They become 
our friends and in many instances 
we build strong relationships with 
our professors and other members 
of the USD staff. Enjoying an al­
coholic beverage in a comfortable 
setting could allow these relation­
ships to become long-term. The 
same can be done through coffee 
or a meal but there is something 
about the atmosphere of an alco­
holic lounge that makes you want 
to relax. Maybe it is the alcohol 
that relieves our stress and our 
worries. It alleviates our problems 
for the time being and helps us 
live in the moment. 
When you're in a classroom 
setting you both have roles that 
you have to abide by. They are the 
teacher and you are the student. 
Period. From here you start to 
create a relationship by going to 
office hours, making an appoint­
ment for help or staying after 
class. 
"When you're at a bar, or a 
bar-like setting, it breaks down the 
barrier and put both of you on an 
even kiel," USD senior Rusty Wall 
said. "I have meet up with teachers 
JUSTINE MARZ0NI/THE VISTA 
at coffee shops and bars and I have 
enjoyed their company each time, 
just because of the atmosphere." 
In many ways, a lounge serv­
ing alcoholic beverages would be 
helpful in creating these types of 
situations for faculty, students and 
colleagues. Obviously, the univer­
sity isn't trying to promote "binge" 
drinking, which is a huge concern 
and a problem with college stu­
dents. Dr. Cosgrove states that 
"such a facility could encourage 
responsible and mature drinking 
and be in line with the university's 
educational efforts around health 
and wellness promotion." 
In many ways, this new facil­
ity will promote and create a better 
and stronger USD community. 
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Heartthrob Badgley stars in remake of "The Stepfather" 
LINDSEY WEINTRAUB 
STAFF WRITFR 
This October, Penn Badgley 
will star in the psycho-thriller, 
"The Stepfather," a movie about 
what happens when Michael Hard­
ing, (Penn Badgley) returns from 
military school to find his mother, 
(Sela Ward) with a charming new 
man, David Harris (Dylan Walsh) 
who Michael suspects is a Dr. 
Jekyll with a menacing Mr. Hyde 
side lurking beneath. The film is 
a remake of the 1987 version, but 
Badgley describes the original as 
"more in that '80s vein of the cult 
genre picture. There's more of a 
story that will draw you in and 
keep you invested," Badgley Said 
Badgley character is a boy 
who is sent off to military camp 
for two years after experiencing 
trouble with drugs. Badgley is not 
new to the role of teenage angst. As 
Dan Humphrey from the hit show 
"Gossip Girl," Badgley portrays 
an artsy, poetry-writing, contem­
plative teenager who is sometimes 
dark and loves the word death. 
While Dan Humphrey may 
seem gloomy and elusive at times, 
Badgley sees Michael Harding as 
someone in a different situation 
because he lacks the foundation of 
a support system at home. 
"Dan Humphrey- he is alien­
ated and he is an outcast, but I think 
the whole point of him, for better 
or worse, is he is okay with that 
and he's comfortable with that and 
he actually prefers that because he 
doesn't want to be involved in the 
crazy going ons of the Upper East 
Side," Badgley said. 
The fact that Michael is much 
more isolated adds to the anxiety 
of the film because he is really on 
his own. He is the only one who is 
suspicious of David, and therefore 
considered paranoid, which fur­
ther separates him from the family 
he hasn't been with in two years. 
"The fact that he's alienated 
even further by his own family in 
his own home, I think it throws 
him for a real loop," Bagley said. 
The movie attempts to throw 
viewers for a twist through adren­
aline-driven horror scenes. Some 
of the ideas will be quite familiar 
for many young people since the 
film touches on universal ideas 
revolving around growing up and 
having feelings of isolation and 
insecurity intermixed with parent 
tension. As Badgley describes it, 
"there is a universal vulnerability 
in being a teenager." 
Michael deals with the diffi­
culties of divorce, a daunting task 
and a daily ordeal, something that 
affects many families today, with 
4.95 divorces per 1,000 people in 
the United States alone. Badgley 
himself is a child of a broken mar­
riage and can relate. 
"I think especially for our 
country, knowing the divorce rate 
and the way that many marriages 
go sour and the way that family 
life becomes sort of torn, tense and 
belabored, I think it is relevant," 
he said. 
On top of that, Michael has to 
deal with coming home after two 
COURTESY OF J0BL0.C0M 
years at military camp, feeling like 
a stranger in his own home, and the 
devil tapping on his shoulder tell­
ing him his mom's new boyfriend 
is dangerous. Badgley describes 
the thriller as, "a really tense dread, 
where you're waiting for the other 
shoe to drop and wondering how 
it's going to happen." 
Badgley revealed that "the 
climax of the film -1 don't neces­
sarily want to give anything way 
- but it becomes a bit of a head-
to-head battle between myself and 
the stepfather." 
To catch Penn Badgley on the 
big screen and get your October 
dose of fright, see the film in the­
aters Friday, Oct. 16. 
Entourage" finishes its sixth season on HBO 
Season finale: too good to be true? 
BRENT TUTTLE 
GIIFST WRITFR 
Although USD was hit with its 
first tsunami of midterms, tests and 
quizzes this past week, it's safe to 
say many scholars still found the 
time to take a break from study­
ing and wish the beloved crew of 
"Entourage" farewell on Sunday, 
Oct. 4. 
Tensions were high on the 
rough seas of Hollywood before 
the season finale began. Lloyd was 
on the outs with his slave master 
of sorts, Ari Gold. Speaking of our 
favorite Hollywood super agent, 
Ari Gold and the empire in which 
he had worked hard to create were 
also stuck between a rock and a 
hard place. Would Mr. Gold put 
his ego and differences aside with 
former boss/arch enemy, Terrance 
McQuewick? Or would the relent­
less flame of hate and anger which 
seems to fuel Ari burn the deal to 
the ground? 
Vince seemed to be care­
lessly on top of the world as usual, 
but the situation was anything 
but normal concerning his boys. 
Turtle was missing his mafia 
mistress all the way across the 
ocean blue in New Zealand, while 
Johnny Drama was having yet 
another mid-life crisis and debat­
ing exiting the industry which 
had sculpted him into what he 
is today, an A-listers' tag along 
brother. Now these circumstances 
alone look like the makings of a 
category five hurricane, but let us 
not forget about the mighty Eric 
Murphy. What would the crystal 
ball read for the up-and-coming 
Irish man? Would he continue to 
aimlessly bicker with his pre-teen 
fling Ashley, or would he chase 
the rainbow and pursue his pot of 
gold, Sloan? 
When Vinnie Chase and 
Co. gracefully navigated their 
Gulfstream g450 up into the Los 
Angeles sky, bound for months 
on the Mediterranean Coast, those 
watching felt like a freshman girl 
debuting her Halloween costume 
at a frat party; very unsure. 
On one hand, the season's 
ending tied up numerous loose 
ends that have been dangling for 
seasons now. On the other hand 
the finale also brought up a very 
crucial question: is this as good 
as it gets? Critically speaking, the 
future has plenty in store for the 
hounds of Hollywood, but regard­
less of "Entourage"'s future course, 
one thing we can all be certain of 
is that it has been a good run. 
Throughout the years, Entou­
rage has stepped up and given our 
celebrity crazed culture the fix it 
needed when Flavor Flav, Brett 
Michaels and Celebrity Rehab just 
weren't enough. Like any worth* 
while addiction, Entourage left us 
completely satisfied, yet yearning 
for more as soon as everything 
faded to black. 
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Tram it up! 
JUSTINE MARZONI 
ASSOCIATE A&C EDITOR 
Day in and day out USD stu­
dents complain about the campus 
tram service. We blame the driv­
ers for getting us to class late 
although most of us are holding 
Starbucks coffee cups. We gripe 
about the messed up schedules 
and how we have to wait at the 
west lot for 15 minutes and then 
two trams show up at the same 
time. We're convinced the trams 
are the origins of our bad days. 
Although all of these things 
may be true (not true), I recently 
had an epiphany that has allowed 
me to look past these negative 
thoughts and just bask in the 
more beautiful things in life that 
the tram service offers the USD 
student body. Not only do the 
loyal bus drivers protect us from 
having to hike up and down the 
steep terrain of USD, they also 
provide shelter when the weather 
is harsh or it has become dark 
outside and unsafe to walk across 
campus unchaperoned. 
More importantly, the trams 
offer students the opportunity 
for social development. Some of 
my most favorite awkward mo­
ments at USD have been on the 
tram. Similar to how a casserole 
sitting in the sun is the prime 
temperature and environment 
for micro-organisms to grow 
and thrive, the trams are ideal 
for uncomfortable interactions. 
If you for some reason have 
never had to take the tram before, 
perhaps because you are one of 
the jerks that always gets park­
ing right in front of Olin Hall, or 
because you are a freshman who 
lives on campus, let me set the 
stage for you. Imagine 30 some 
people crammed into a small 
bus. Many of the tram's inhab­
itants are standing and the rest 
are awkwardly sitting with their 
backpacks on their laps, and usu­
ally next to someone they have 
never met. If the tram is leaving 
the West lot, it is quickly thrust 
into an up hill chug for the main 
campus. The ones standing up 
are clinging to the handrails and 
praying they don't fall backwards 
and create a domino effect down 
the seat aisle. 
These circumstances are just 
the beginning. On top of all these 
variables is the high probability 
that you will run into a professor 
you've been avoiding, seeing the 
person you hooked up with last 
weekend or someone next to you 
spills their coffee all over you 
on one of the speed bumps. My 
favorite is when the the tram is 
particularly packed and a really 
romantic song comes on the 
radio. Everyone is really tightly 
crammed into a bus and Marvin 
Gaye starts singing about getting 
it on. It's just classic. 
Next time you find yourself 
cursing the three minute tram 
ride between the parking lot and 
the top of the hill, just remember 
me and look on the bright side of 
things. Enjoy the pure awkward­
ness of the moment and when 
their ride is over, thank your 
driver for making it possible. 




WHY?'s latest album, 
"Eskimo Snow," came out last 
month, and as I waited anxiously 
for it to download my mind raced 
with hopes and expectations. 1 
had read that the tracks were re­
corded at the same time as those 
on "Alopecia." In my mind, there 
was no way "Eskimo Snow" 
could be at a level below "Alo­
pecia" if they were all born in 
the same time period - but I was 
mistaken. 
The albums are almost com­
plete opposites. "Eskimo Snow" 
is nearly hip-hop free while "Al­
opecia" boasts hip-hoppity-ness. 
This isn't to say "Eskimo Snow" 
sucks, it's just different than what 
my fellow WHY? listeners and I 
expected. It wasn't as gritty and 
daring and shocking as "Alo­
pecia" - characteristics that had 
made WHY? my new favorite 
band. 
Nevertheless, there are tracks 
that bring back memories of past 
WHY? albums, such as "Against 
Me" and "Berkeley By Hearse-
back." They're a refreshing break 
from the new WHY? tracks that 
present Yoni's voice in a some­
what annoying way. And then 
there's "This Blackest Purse," 
the track the band released as a 
preview to the album before it 
was revealed in its entirety. It's 
a beautifully depressing song 
whose correlations to the tracks 
on "Alopecia" are obvious; it has 
the same background boom and 
brutally honest lyrics. 
One of my favorite things 
about "Alopecia" was how all of 
the tracks were interconnected. 
This is a trait that is lacking in 
"Eskimo Snow," but there is one 
song that has the lyrics "this is 
a sky for shoeing horses under," 
which is the title of a track on 
"Alopecia." I won't tell you 
which song presents these lyrics 
because it was nice to be pleas­
antly surprised and reminded of 
the best album of 2008. 
WHY? is playing at The Loft 
at UCSD on Oct. 22 and while 
I'm excited to see them because 
they are my favorite band I'm a 
little worried. We all know what 
happens when bands release new 
albums and then tour: they play 
their new songs instead of the old 
classics. 
When I saw WHY? in L.A. 
last year for their "Alopecia" tour 
they played a perfect mix of old 
and new, and I left feeling super 
satisfied. I hate going to shows 
and being unsure of how happy 
I'll be afterward, especially when 
it's a show I've actually paid for 
(which rarely happens). As long 
as they play "Waterfalls" and 
"Good Friday" I'll be good to 
go-
Shoulderpads and hammerpants 
Fashion flashbacks for this fall 
VICTORIA FANTOZZI 
•STAFF WRITFR 
Dig up your shoulder pads, 
mini dresses and Madonna tracks, 
and get ready to make a bold state­
ment because the styles of the late 
'80s and early '90s are back in a 
big way. 
But wait before you drag out 
that old teasing comb, because 
fall 2009 is revamping the decade 
that will forever remain famous 
for its fashion, and this means 
only the good trends are being 
revived. Sorry ladies, sleek buns 
and classy ponytails are replacing 
the big, over-the-top hair that h 
the '80s made famous. The cloth­
ing, however, is bigger and better 
than ever. 
It seems a little bizarre that 
spring fashion week has just ended 
as we enter into the fall season, so 
let's journey back to last February 
to remind ourselves of the trends 
that strutted the catwalks. First up: 
the bold shouldered jacket. 
This one can be somewhat iffy. 
As Rachel Greene once said on 
"Friends," shoulder pads should 
only belong on Melanie Grif­
fith in "Working Girl," but bold 
shoulders are clearly making a 
comeback. 
Though the trend surfaced in 
several designers' collections, the 
Balmain Fall/Winter 2009 col­
lection was a particularly stand 
out one for blazers and structured 
jackets with overly exaggerated 
padded shoulders. 
The key to this trend is to make 
it edgy by pairing it with skinny or 
slim jeans and sky-high stilettos to 
"The Help" gives voice to women of all walks of life 
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elongate the lower body. Wearing 
it with a wider/looser pant is when 
it starts to look sloppy and be­
comes a reminder of why certain 
fashions should just be left where 
they started. 
The Balmain jackets will run 
you around $13,000. If you want 
to imitate this trend on a college 
budget, Alice+Olivia's collection 
has a few that are good substi­
tutes. Or you can just buy a pair of 
shoulder pads - your call. 
Another questionable yet oh-
so-fashionable trend is hammer 
pants, or as the fashion world has 
now tenned them, "harem pants." 
Yes, this literally means MC 
Hammer. A cinched waist, wide 
leg, and tight ankles; they pretty 
much look like a parachute on 
your leg. This can look ridiculous, 
but if done right it can be an in­
credibly chic and really comfort­
able look. Wear them with a tight 
top, a blazer and heels to eliminate 
the clown costume vibe. Alexan­
der McQueen and Chloe were big 
on this trend, but if you're feeling 
brave, check out Splendid's line. 
They're cheap, comfy and if you 
totally hate it, they're a jersey ma­
terial, so just wear them to bed. 
Possibly the biggest trend of 
all is over-the-knee boots, or as 
fashion insiders are calling them, 
"OTK." Flat, heeled, stiletto, 
wedge - any style or color will 
work so long as it surpasses the 
knee. The point of this trend is for 
the boots to go so high on the leg 
that they actually look like a pant. 
You can wear them with anything 
short; shorts, skirts, mini dresses, 
coats or even over skinny jeans, 
it all works. They made it down 
the majority of the runway shows 
last year, and are being hugely 
marketed in department stores this 
fall. Flat ones are actually a great 
idea for walking to class in. 
The downside is that these 
boots will cost you. Any good pair 
will be at least $500, so if you go 
for the knockoffs, look into suede 
rather than leather. Since these 
boots are literally skin tight, cheap 
leather can give a stripper-ish 
vibe—not so cute. 
Whether you opt for neon 
colors, thigh-high boots or brave 
the parachute pants, have fun 
mixing the old with the new. Blend 
the decades and see what you can 
create. Not all trends have to come 
from the runways. 
ERIN HERNANDEZ 
STAFF WRITFR 
It was Jackson, Mississippi 
during the '60s, a place and time 
espoused to a contradicting set 
of dichotomous beliefs, where 
the well-to-do white women of 
the town raise money to aid the 
hungry children of Africa, but 
firmly protest the ideologies of the 
Civil Rights movement: 
Eugenia "Skeeter" Phelan 
returns home from university, 
making the social faux paus of 
leaving school with a diploma 
instead of a husband. Undeterred 
from the embarrassment she is sup­
posed to feel at being 23-years-old 
and unmarried, Skeeter pursues 
her dream of becoming a journal­
ist. 
Kathryn Stockett's debut novel 
"The Help," a reference to the 
women brave enough to tell their 
histories to Skeeter, makes for a 
profoundly touching collection 
of fictional narratives. She gives 
voice to the book's three female 
protagonists; Skeeter, Aibileen, 
and Minny, offering different 
perspectives to allow for a fuller 
picture of the kind of blatant, so­
cialized racism that existed during 
this period. 
Skeeter is a young, white 
woman becoming aware of the 
extent of prejudice and injustice 
that exists in her world. Aibileen 
finds comfort in the white child 
she cares for after the death of her 
own son. 
Minny has to learn to stop back-
mouthing the women she waits on. 
The author was rather meticulous 
when it came to their dialects. One 
can practically hear Aibileen's 
Southern drawl, which does not 
permeate just her dialogue, but 
also her thoughts. 
Skeeter's naivete, however, 
makes her writing uninteresting 
and inconsequential. New York 
editor Elaine Stein promptly re­
jects her application and advises 
her to "Write about what disturbs 
you, particularly if it bothers no 
one else." 
The lack of job opportunities 
for a female writer with no formal 
experience forces her to take the 
position as the columnist that han­
dles the questions of the upkeep of 
a household. 
Never having to lift a finger to 
do housecleaning, Skeeter resorts 
to going to another source to find 
the answers to her column's ques­
tions. This is how she comes to 
know Aibileen, the maid to one of 
the ladies of her bridge club, and 
through her she learns the stories 
of the other black women who 
work as the hired help. 
Stockett creates a spellbinding 
world full of little mysteries, like 
what happened to her childhood 
maid Constantine and what ex­
actly was that terrible thing Minny 
did to Miss Hilly. The characters 
make up the heart of the story, 
and Stockett does a wonderful job 
of taking these women from her 
COURTESY OF KATHRYNST0CKETT.COM 
imagination and placing them onto 
the pages of this book. Once you 
start, you will not want to put the 
book down because you so badly 
want to know what will happen to 
these women next. 
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Oktoberfest celebrated in both La Mesa and Ocean Beach 
San Diego isn't afraid of a little lederhosen 
KEIGE TOM 
GIJFST WRITFR 
While Germany's annual 
Oktoberfest continues to attract 
people from all over the world, 
our very own San Diego has held 
some pretty impressive festivals 
in honor of the German tradition. 
The two festivals that really stood 
out were the La Mesa Village 
Oktoberfest and the Ocean Beach 
Oktoberfest. 
Both had their respective pros 
and cons. The La Mesa festival 
had free admission and offered six 
blocks of 300 craft and merchan­
dise booths. This past Saturday, 
the OB festival featured an all-
day live music venue and festive 
games like the "sausage toss." 
So which one reigned supreme? 
This year, there was no doubt that 
the Ocean Beach Oktoberfest took 
the prize. The key to this victory 
was the whole idea that less is 
more. Granted, the La Mesa Vil­
lage festival had 300 booths, but 
the vast majority of them were 
aggressive vendors who tried to 
sell really impractical things, like 
Astroturf and dog sweaters. 
Another deal breaker was the 
lack of live music. After spending 
10 minutes at the La Mesa Village 
festival, I felt like.flagging down 
the next trolley headed back to 
Linda Vista after wasting one bus 
and two trolley rides in order to 
get there in the first place. I had 
only planned on checking out the 
OB festival for 10 minutes and ac­
tually ended up staying the entire 
day. 
Celebrating Oktoberfest at a 
sunny beach tculy symbolizes the 
take on a German tradition with 
a trademark San Diego twist. 
Although it didn't have the most 
booths or space, the OB Okto­
berfest was still enjoyable, even 
though it was in a tiny parking lot, 
because it had simple essentials: 
live music, games, costumes, awe­
some bratwurst and most impor­
tantly, lots of beer. 
LEFT: Oktoberfest attendee participates in the sausage toss. 
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Kenny Loggins 
What should be on your iPod 
Favorite Yacht Rock Jam 
Yacht Rock - Another name for the adult-contemporary musical 
movement in the late 1970's and the early 1980's. It was defined most­
ly by its smooth sound. Popular Yacht Rockers include Kenny Loggins, 
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SAN DIEGO EVENTS CALENDAR 
What is the law? 
A weapon to be wielded? 
Or more than that? 
A set of tools. 
A creative approach. 
A helping profession and collaborative process. 
Explore the wide scope of the law 
in a school devoted to the big picture. 
CALIFORNIA WESTERN 
S C H O O L  O F  L A W  |  S a n  D i e g o  
What law school ought to he. 
Oct 15 
Passion Pit @ SOMA 
7:00 p.m., $16 
Loggins & Messina w/ Gabe Dixon Band 
@ Humphry's by the Bay 
7:30 p.m., $85 
Honor Society @ House of Blues 
7:30 p.m., $15-$20 
Ghostface Killah @ Canes Bar & Grill 
8:00 p.m., $18 
Oct 18 
KMFDM @ House of Blues 
8:00 p.m., $23.50 
Barry Manilow @ San Diego Sports Arena 
8:00 p.m., $59-$129 
Oct 16 Oct 17 
DJ Marc Thrasher @ Whiskey Girl 
9:00 p.m., 21+ No Cover 
Yo La Tengo @ SOMA 
8:00 p.m. $20 
Steely Dan @ Pechanga Resort & Casino 
8:00 p.m., $90-$150 
•V 
DJ Henry Diaz @ Confidential 
10:00 p.m., 21 + 
Smokin' in the Park @ Viejas Casino 
10:00 a.m., Free 
BBQ and music festival featuring performances by Los 
Lobos, Texas Tornados, Dave Alvin, Jesse Dayton, Billy 
Midnight, Karl Denson's Tiny Universe, J.J. Grey & Mofro, 
The Mother Hips, The Dirty 
Snow Patrol @ Open Air Theatre 
8:00 p.m., $37 
The Butthole Surfers @ Canes 
8:00 p.m., $22 
Oct 20 
San Diego Jewish Book Fair @ Temple Solel Brand New @ House of Blues 
7:00 p.m., Free - 7:30 p.m., $26.50 
Dialogue on Art and Culture @ San Diego Writers'Workshop @ La Mesa Library 
Museum of Art 10:00""a.m., Free 
7:00 p.m., $10-$15 
Oct 19 




Press passes, watching 
sports all day long, interviewing 
star athletes and then appear­
ing on television to talk about 
it. Sounds like the perfect life, 
right? Not really. 
For my internship during the 
fall semester I landed a position 
at KGTV 10 News, an ABC af­
filiate. My job consists of work­
ing with sports anchors on a daily 
basis. I thought it was going to be 
a glamorous job. I thought that 
I was going to be taking off to 
shoots everyday to see what LT 
had to say or what excuse Norv 
Turner was relaying to the press 
about his dismal play calling. 
Oh, how I wish I were lucky 
enough to see Norv's wrinkled 
face in living color every day. 
Instead, I sit in an office 
fetching old game tapes for the 
anchors and editing press con­
ferences. I am not complaining 
about my job; I enjoy working 
with the anchors and watching 
sports highlights is much more 
enjoyable than training to be a 
young conformist. 
It is just that being a sports 
anchor is not what I thought 
it was. This feeling is similar 
to when you found out Santa 
Claus was as real as the Char­
gers chances of winning a Super 
Bowl. 
As an innocent child grow­
ing up I was not media literate 
and jaded like I am today. I lived 
in a world where I thought work­
ing nine to five was the only style 
of life offered. I believed that 
being a sports anchor was prob­
ably comparable to what Bernie 
Madoff told his investors: the 
greatest decision one could ever 
make. 
Countless trips to the greasi­
est drive-thrus between news­
casts, only getting job offers in 
places like Bemidji, Minnesota 
to cover fishing and working in 
a stuffy office is the reality of 
being a sports anchor today. I 
have witnessed this firsthand and 
can testify that being an anchor is 
a grueling job. 
I should also add that going 
to a Chargers press conference 
was a pretty awesome experi­
ence. I got to see how small 
Darren Sproles really is and how 
non-existent Chris Chambers' 
game has become. 
It was interesting because 
it was my first time, and not the 
thousandth time, hearing some 
guy talking about "team effort" 
or "intensity." 
To add insult to injury, you 
can't forget about your producer 
cutting your segment to make 
room for some silly fluff stories. 
There have been times when I 
have seen the sportscast be cut 
down for more weather content or 
a cat that got stuck in a tree. I think 
McCombs and Shaw had it right: 
agenda-setters are evil. 
Sports Co-Editors: Ryan Sidhoo & Morgan Payne 
rsidhoo@usdvista.com 
mpayne@usdvista.com SPORTS 




Philip Rivers easily takes the 
first quarter MVP. He is playing 
behind a battered offensive line, 
and his wingman (LT) has been 
battling another injury throughout 
the year. He's been under constant 
pressure and has still managed to 
throw for the second most yards 
in the league (1,245). The threat 
of the Rivers-Jackson deep ball is 
certainly the brightest spot on this 
Chargers' team. 
RUNNING BACKS: C+ 
LaDainian Tomlinson has 
been battling another foot injury 
and feisty Darren Sproles has 
filled in well enough. The run­
ning game is ranked dead last 
in the NFL with just 215 yards 
(a measly 2.7 yards per carry) 
and only three touchdowns. This 
looks ugly but the blame should 
not entirely fall on the running 
backs. The line is injured and the 
runners aren't getting many holes, 
and that is coupled with the fact 
that the defense has been dreadful 
and the offense has been forced 
to play from behind and air it out 
more than they would like. The 
running backs need more help 
from the line, but their ability to 
catch the ball out of the backfield 
has been the most positive aspect 
of the position. 
RECEIVERS: A-
Vincent Jackson and Antonio 
Gates are worth the price of ad­
mission alone, but Malcolm Floyd 
and Legedu Naanee have made 
their fair share of big catches in 
the first four games as well. As 
long as Rivers has time and these 
guys get the chance to get open, 
the offense will continue to be 
one of the most dangerous in the 
league. Chris Chambers has been 
the one receiver who hasn't met 
expectations, but if he can come 
up with one of those signature 
jump ball catches that have made 
him such a threat in the past and 
turn his season around, this pass­
ing game could be even scarier. 
OFFENSIVE LINE: D+ 
Center Nick Hardwick has 
been out with an ankle injury 
and right guard Louis Vazquez 
missed a few games with a knee 
COURTESY KEITH ALLEN 
Shawne Merriman and the Chargers defense have struggled this season. Injuries are the main culprit as 
defensive anchor Jamal Williams was lost for the season, hurting the Chargers run defense. 
injury and is still looking to get 
back to 100 percent. The effects 
have been evident, as they have 
struggled against blitzing pack­
ages and forced Phil Rivers to 
make more split-second decisions 
than he would like. The team will 
not be able to turn it around until 
these guys find a way to mesh and 
protect their star quarterback. 
DEFENSIVE LINE: D-
Ah, the defense. Stud defen­
sive tackle Jamal Williams is out 
for the year and it shows. The line 
has gotten zero pressure on the 
quarterbacks, and their inability 
to slow down opponent's running 
games has kept the Charger of­
fense off the field. They simply 
have not looked aggressive and 
they need to start finding some 
way to get through the line and hit 
the quarterback, or this team has 
no chance. 
LINEBACKERS: D-
Alright, Shawne Merriman, 
your nickname is "Lights Out." 
Get the rest of your guys together 
and start making some "lights out" 
plays. Even when the Chargers 
blitz their linebackers they are 
having trouble getting pressure on 
the quarterback, and it is putting 
even more pressure on the DBs to 
have to cover the receivers. 
DEFENSIVE BACKS: C 
Aside from maybe Vincent 
Jackson, Quentin Jammer is the 
most underrated player on the 
team. He is the lone DB who has 
consistently made plays for this 
defense. The DBs have had a rough 
first quarter of the season but, as 
previously mentioned, a Large part 
of that is due to the lack of pres­
sure on the quarterback. Antonio 
Cromartie has been incredibly 
undisciplined and has committed 
several costly penalties. The big­
gest problem with the defense in 
general has been their overall lack 
of aggression. It has been the little 
things, like letting the baeks fight 
for an extra three or four yards 
virtually every time they need to 
make a tackle. The poor tackling 
and lack of aggression is certainly 
the main aspect of the Chargers' 
game that needs to be fixed for a 
shot at the playoffs. 
SPECIAL TEAMS: B 
Sproles is always a threat 
for a big return, but punter Mike 
Scifres is one of the top five most 
valuable players on this team. 
Kicker Nate Kaeding has been 
sufficient enough, and though the 
special teams have not done any­
thing incredibly noteworthy, they 
have certainly not been the prob­
lem with this Chargers' team. 
OVERALL GRADE: C+ 
Look, the fact is, this team 
went 2-2 while battling injuries 
and facing some very talented 
teams (except for the Raiders). 
Despite their defensive troubles, 
they are still the favorite to win 
this division, and the upcom­
ing Monday Night game against 
Denver will be a great indication 
of where this team is headed. 
Denver proved they are legitimate 
contenders with their overtime win 
against New England on Sunday. 
However, their quarterback is still 
Kyle Orton. Also, their first four 
wins were courtesy of a miracle 
play against Cincy, terrible 
Cleveland and Oakland teams 
and a last-minute TD against an 
overrated Dallas team (and their 
quarterback is still Kyle Orton). If 
the Chargers can find a way to win 
on Monday night at The Q and 
cut Denver's division lead to one 
game, they will certainly be back 
on the fast track to the AFC West 
Championship. Also, having two 
more games against weak AFC 
opponents, in the Raiders and 
Chiefs, helps the Chargers AFC 
West title hopes. 
Women's soccer wrangles Broncos in WCC win 
TYLER WILSON 
STAFF WRITER 
The University of San Diego 
women's soccer team began WCC 
play with a dramatic upset over 
the 15th ranked Santa Clara Uni­
versity Broncos 1 -0 on Sunday. 
This win improved the To­
reros' record to 7-4-2 and 1-0-0 
in the WCC and should give the 
Torero women the confidence 
they need to journey through the 
nationally prominent WCC. 
The win should also help the 
Toreros bounce back from drop­
ping out of the NSCAA top 25 
after a tough 4-0 loss against USC 
last week. 
The Torero women began 
their week with another tough 
matchup against Long Beach 
State University. Neither team 
prevailed, as they battled to a 0-0 
tie in two overtimes. Stephanie 
Ochs had a golden scoring op­
portunity in the 31st minute as she 
fired a shot only to be denied by 
the diving LBSU goalie. 
This was the only shot of the 
first half, but the Toreros turned 
things around in the second half, 
registering seven shots with 
four on goal. In the final minute of 
play, Jackie Zinke had a great shot 
to win the game, but the Toreros 
were once again blocked by the 
LBSU goalie. 
Natalie Vinti had two great 
opportunities to end the game, 
one in the first overtime and one 
in the second overtime, but neither 
shot reached the goal as the LBSU 
goalie was there again. 
The game ended in a tie with 
the Toreros recording 10 shots to 
LBSU's 12. Courtney Parsons, 
USD's sophomore goalie, picked 
up the shutout along with three 
saves. 
The Toreros' dramatic fash­
ion would continue against the 
Santa Clara Broncos on Sunday. 
This game was a hard-fought de­
fensive grudge match, as the only 
goal of the game would prove to 
be the game winner for the Torero 
women in the 87th minute. 
The first half was dominated 
by the Broncos, as they completely 
controlled possession and outshot 
the Toreros 6-2. The Broncos had 
a chance to take the lead when 
they had a wide open shot miss 
just wide of the goal in the 37th 
minute. The first half ended in a 
0-0 tie. 
Reminiscent of their game 
against Long Beach State, the To­
reros would take over the second 
half and control the time of pos­
session. The first half began with 
the Toreros managing to get four 
corner kicks in the first seven 
minutes of the half, but could not 
capitalize on any of these. 
The Toreros finally capital­
ized in the 87th minute, as Jackie 
Zinke placed a shot with perfect 
precision right over the goalie's 
hands in the upper-right corner of 
the goal. 
The Toreros were outshot 9-6 
in the win, but won the battle of 
corner kicks 5-2. Courtney Parsons 
recorded her second consecutive 
shutout, recording two saves. 
The Toreros look to use their 
momentum in their next game 
against WCC rival Saint Mary's 
College in Moraga, Calif, on 
Friday at 3 p.m. 
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Rio de Janeiro takes down Chicago's A-team 
TYLER FICK 
STAFF WRITFR 
The bidding war over where 
the 2016 Olympics will be held is 
now over. With Tokyo, Madrid and 
Chicago posing stiff competition, 
Rio de Janeiro has taken the cake. 
This marks the first time in his­
tory that a South American nation 
will host the Olympic Games. The 
International Olympic Committee 
met in Denmark this past week in 
order to hear each potential coun­
try's petitions to present their city 
in the best light,possible. 
Chicago, which was consid­
ered to be a top contender, was 
shockingly eliminated in the first 
round of voting. The Windy City 
put up a tough fight throughout 
the process, spending nearly $50 
million on promotions and press, 
as well as appointing Michelle 
Obama to the head of the effort. 
President Obama was even flown 
into Denmark in order to address 
the IOC, the first time a president 
has ever personally appeared 
before the IOC. 
It is unclear as to why Chicago 
was eliminated as soon as it was, 
but whatever the reason, Chicago 
COURTESY CHUCK KENNEDY 
Micehlle Obama spearheaded the effort for Chicago to land the 2016 Summer Olympics, only to be 
shocked when the Windy City was shockingly eliminated in the first round of voting by the IOC. 
and President Obama alike are 
hurting from the loss. 
"You can play a great game 
and still not win," President Obama 
said upon his return from the trip 
according to CNN. "Although I 
wish I had come back with better 
news...I could not be prouder of 
my hometown." 
Though 2016 is still seven 
years in the future, the city of Rio 
eagerly awaits as it begins the pro­
cess of equipping the city with the 
world class sports facilities neces­
sary to accommodate the Olympic 
Games. 
"From the bottom of my heart, 
I should say that this is the most 
emotional day of my life," said 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio 
da Silva according to USA Today. 
No doubt the emotion he's feeling 
is a stark contrast to that of Presi­
dent Obama's. 
Torero Diaries: Sports and beyond 
When baseball meets the NavyJn the a.m. 
JAMES MEADOR 
FEATURED WRITER 
At a very young age your 
parents try to instill in you that 
teamwork and unselfishness 
are essential to being a good 
teammate. As you get older, 
this is lost in the scuffle of 
competition, business and hi­
erarchy. The game has become 
so political and individualistic 
that some people forget the 
real reason they are on a col­
lege team. 
The dreams of being in 
the big leagues and in the 
professional draft make it very 
easy to look over the aspects 
that need to be met to be a 
great teammate. 
The USD coaching staff 
and strength and conditioning 
team decided that JP, one of our 
new strength coaches, might be 
the key element in making us 
work and become great team­
mates. 
To.give you a little back­
ground on JP, he is an ex-Navy 
Seal with a lot of experience 
in the military. He instructed 
Navy Seal training after he did 
his time. This guy has enough 
mental toughness for our entire 
team. The first thing he said to us 
is that he heard the USD baseball 
team is "soft" and he is going to 
do everything in his power to re­
shape us as men. While most 
baseball teams around the country 
are waking up and getting ready 
for morning weights or even 
early classes, we find ourselves 
in board shorts on Mission Beach. 
Its 5:30 or 6 a.m., cold, windy and 
dark and we do not know what 
to expect. The team is huddling 
around a light pole waiting for our 
instructor to arrive. It's time for 
our first encounter and workout 
with JP. 
Personally, working out on 
the beach as a heavier guy is not 
one of my strengths so already I 
am not pumped. When JP arrives 
we take a warm up jog and line up 
on the beach. At this time I still 
can't see him and he yells to get in 
groups of five for our boat crews. 
As you can imagine we are 
half asleep and cold and not 
moving very quickly. Already we 
have not met JP's standards and 
at this moment the term "wet and 
sandy" has become very familiar 
to our team. We have to sprint 
to the surf, dive in, return on a 
dime and become as sandy and 
dirty as possible. We did this 
countless times until JP figured 
we were about to collapse. At 
the time all I wanted to do was 
either quit or tear this guy up. 
Needless to say, this was not a 
very fun morning and we were 
not looking forward to the 
workouts to come. 
Although these workouts 
are terrible they are designed 
to bring us closer as a team and 
give us mental strength. JP's 
mechanisms are extremely de­
manding and tough but once we 
get through this short period of 
Navy Seal workouts our team 
will have many more unselfish 
individuals. 
Release therapy: Music, me and basketball 
BRANDON JOHNSON 
FEATURED WRITER 
Ever since I came to San 
Diego my taste in music has 
expanded. Before, the only 
genres that could be found 
in my iPod were rap, hip-hop 
and a smattering of R & B. 
Although the range of music 
in my iPod has grown to in­
clude outrageous songs such 
as "Seasons" from the musi­
cal "Rent," the music that 
keeps me motivated and gets 
me moving in general will 
forever be rap. 
Rap is not society's fa­
vorite genre due to the fact 
that the lyrics can be explicit in 
many ways. However, there are 
those artists that, while being ex­
plicit, actually say something that 
is meaningful to someone who 
has experienced it. This can be 
quite an inspiration to get through 
the situation. 
Music plays a big role in 
how the team sets up for each 
game. Each member of the bas­
ketball team gets to pick their 
favorite song to be played during 
our warm up right before the 
game starts so that we get more 
energized and ready to get out on 
the court and do the best that we 
possibly can. 
Not only do we have specific 
songs that we listen to prior to 
the game but in the locker room I 
also put my iPod on so that I can 
internalize all of my struggles and 
get in a frame of mind to push the 
team to a win. 
My iPod relaxes me when I 
am listening to it. It is usually on 
full blast so that no outside noise 
can disturb the inner calm that I 
am trying to achieve. Whenever I 
am preparing for a game, I listen 
to some of my favorite rappers: 
Lil' Wayne, Young Jeezy and 
Jay-Z. 
Although some of their 
mainstream music may seem su­
perficial to most, if you listen 
to all of their songs that come 
from mix tapes or the albums, 
you realize that they actually 
have something to say. There 
are a few songs that I connect 
with on a deeper level. 
There are more hidden 
depths to music than anyone 
realizes. It allows me to go to 
a place where I can compart­
mentalize my troubles and 
what I need to improve upon. 
Without it I do not think that 
I would be able to be so calm 
and prepared for anything that 
comes my way in life. For me, 





For most sports fans, Oc­
tober is the superlative month 
of the season. We currently 
find ourselves smack dab in the 
middle of the best sports view­
ing season of the year. October 
hosts a smorgasbord of options 
with a little something to satisfy 
every palate. The month offers a 
truly great buffet with each sport 
adding something to an incred­
ible month of sports viewing 
pleasure. 
As the undisputed filet 
mignon of the sporting world, a 
veritable holy grail, the National 
Football League dominates 
broadcasts, airwaves and print 
media in the month of October. 
This year is no different with 
multiple savory story lines to 
enjoy. The feel-good stories of 
the Denver Broncos' and Cincin­
nati Bengals' surprising seasons 
have taken the sports landscape 
by storm after turbulent offsea­
sons. 
College football is the prime 
rib of the buffet this year. It is a 
tasty alternative to filet mignon, 
yet still a superb choice. While 
college football does not possess 
the clout of the NFL, it is still an 
extremely popular viewing option 
with just as many tantalizing sto­
rylines this year. From injuries to 
Heisman hopefuls Sam Bradford 
and Tim Tebow, to the ongoing 
Lane Kiffin saga, this year has no 
short supply of intrigue. 
Like a glass of the finest 
champagne the Major League 
Baseball playoffs have intoxicat­
ed viewers with sparkling play 
and intense drama. After years 
of leaving fans thirsting for more 
come playoff time, Alex Rodri­
guez has captivated a nation and 
left them asking for more this 
time around. His resurgence has 
been the catalyst as the Yankees 
seek to regain the winning pedi­
gree they showed as a dynasty 
nearly a decade ago. 
Represented best by a big 
slice of apple pie, the NBA season 
is slated to start at the end of the 
month. This is what many people 
have been looking forward to all 
summer, and the anticipation will 
only make the impending season 
that much sweeter. 
The wild card in any buffet 
is always the shrimp cocktail; 
you never really now what you 
are going to get. Just like the 
shrimp, a good college basketball 
season is a delectable treat. How­
ever, there are those instances of 
spoiled seasons marred by poor 
play and scandal. With all of the 
one-and-done players saturating 
the landscape it is becoming in­
creasingly difficult to produce a 
winning team year after year. 
This October buffet promis­
es to offer a cornucopia of robust 
sporting choices to savor. 
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Injuries and youth mar Padres' 2009 season 
JOHN NORENBERG III 
STAFF WRITFR 
If you are a San Diego Padres 
fan, this year proved difficult to 
keep the faith. 
The Padres finished their 
season last week with a not-so-
stellar record of 75 wins and 87 
losses. The Padres season-ending 
series concluded with the firing of 
General Manager Kevin Towers. 
This came as a shock as Towers 
was the longest tenured GM in the 
league at 14 years, and in those 14 
years the club won four division 
titles and made it all the way to the 
World Series in 1998. 
Hopefully this move of firing 
Towers and hiring a new GM will 
spark a young Padres ball club and 
propel them to better tidings in the 
2010 season. 
The Padres, as noted, are an 
incredibly young team, especially 
amongst the pitching staff, which 
lost former Cy Young award winner 
Jake Peavy, who was traded to the 
White Sox in late July. The only 
recognizable name on the Padres 
pitching staff is Chris Young, who 
was out for most of the season. 
The Padres made it through 
the season with a rotation includ­
ing Mat Latos, Wade LeBlanc, 
Clay Richard and Kevin Correia, 
who led the team with 12 wins 
and guest appearances in the 5th 
hole by Edward Mujica and Tim 
Stauffer. The average age of the 
Padres staff is 25. 
The Padres were also plagued 
by injury throughout the season, 
with their promising shortstop, 
23-year-old Everth Cabrera frac­
turing his hand in mid April and 
missing about two months, and 
veteran second baseman David 
Eckstein missed 19 games due 
to a hamstring pull. Other Padre 
notables like Chris Young, Kevin 
Kouzmanoff, Edgar Gonzalez and 
Nick Hundley also missed time. 
The phrase "veteran player" 
was almost non-existent in the 
Padres clubhouse as the lineup 
was continuously riddled with 
rookies and young guys who had 
never started in the pros or who 
had seen very limited action. 
The injuries and lack of 
experience led to some dismal 
times for the Padres this season, 
in which they had many streaks 
of four losses or more in a row. In 
the months of June and July, the 
Padres lost a combined total of 37 
games. 
The Padres finished the season 
last in the majors in team average 
at .242, last in total RBI's at 604 
and second to last in runs scored 
at 638. 
Amongst all the dark spots, 
the Padres did have a few bright 
spots to their season. Adrian Gon­
zalez knocked 40 home runs and 
Heath Bell, Trevor Hoffman's 
replacement, finished first in the 
National League with 42 saves. 
A few Padre rookies also 
stood out such as outfielders Will 
Venable, Tony Gwynn Jr, and 
Everth Cabrera. 
Even though the Padres lost 
37 games in the months of June 
and July, since the 28th of July 
the Padres went 37-25 to end the 
season and won 12 more games 
this year than they did last year. 
Adrian Gonzalez was one of the few bright spots for the Padres this season. 
COURTESY CREATIVE COMMONS 
All in all, the Padres did improve. 
The Padres lineup is full of 
rookies, but now they have one 
year of experience and the players 
and coaches are expressing opti­
mism for the 2010 season. "I like 
the way we ended the season as a 
whole and how the roster transi­
tioned," said Padres managed Bud 
Black. 
According to Padres.com, 
"Some players became the players 
we think they can become. They 
showed they had the ability to 
become big leaguers." 
Earn your degree in 
education in 12—18 months. 
With more than 36 credential and master's degree 
opportunities, we're confident we have a program for you. 
APU offers: 
• Convenient classes at 8 Southern California locations and online. 
• NCATE-accredited programs recognized by all 50 states and 
internationally. 
• A degree-completion program in human development (HDEV) 
designed for future teachers. 





Click A AZUSA PACIFIC 
U N I V E R S I T Y  
AZUSA | HIGH DESERT | INLAND EMPIRE | LOS ANGELES | MURRIETA 
ORANGE COUNTY | SAN DIEGO | VENTURA | ONLINE 
Tell us why USD loves zpizza 
in 25 words of less 
The best entry receives a zpizza party 
for up to 20 people!!! 
Here's how you can win a zpizza party for up to 20 people: 
1. Go to our website: www.stores.zpizza.com/san-diego-3/ 
2. Post to the "Tell us why USD loves zpizza" article comments in 25 
words or less why USD loves zpizza. Don't forget to include your USD 
email address. 
3. We will post the best comments on our web site and/or future Vista ads 
(we'll only mention your first name). 
4. We will notify the winner by email no later than November 6, 2009. 
K* 
zpizza Linda Vista/USD 
Located in The Village at Morena Vista 
5175 Linda Vista Road 
San Diego, CA 92110 
(619) 272-0022 
Online ordering at www .zpizza. com 
Sunday - Thursday: 11-9 
F r i d a y / S a t u r d a y :  1 1 - 1 0  
Delivery available all day 
zpizza caters and fundraises for 
USD student organizations 
Check out great deals at 
twitter.com/zpizza_sd3 
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"More Than a Game": Fitting title for a phenomenal film 
COURTESY LIONS GATE FILMS 
LEFT; Lebron James seen here with his four teammates and coach from his high school days before play­
ing the McDonald's Ail-American game. James remains close with all five today. RIGHT: LeBron getting ready 
before a game during his senior year. 
RYAN SIDHOO 
.SPORTS On-FDITOR 
Coffee barista, burrito peddler, and 
seller of women's shoes are the jobs listed 
on Kristopher Belman's resume. Oh yeah, 
and also the. director of the documentary 
"More Than a Game." The film follows 
the journey of LeBron James and his best 
friends from their middle school days to 
their well publicized run at St. Mary St. 
Vincent's High School. 
Belman, an Akron native and Loyola 
Marymount alum, decided to shoot one 
practice for a school project. He became so 
fascinated with the team that he showed up 
the next day. They did not escort him out 
of the gym, so he stayed. Seven years later, 
"More Than a Game" is more than a school 
project; it is a masterpiece. 
I have seen more than enough sports 
documentaries in my lifetime to confident­
ly say that this film is one of the best sports 
documentaries since "Hoop Dreams." It is 
one of the better documentaries I have seen 
period. With the narrative structure, themes 
and connection with the characters, it was 
hard not to get emotionally involved while 
watching the film. From an athletic perspec­
tive, the movie reminded me of my playing 
days in high school. Granted, 1 was not on a 
nationally ranked team with LeBron James 
as the benefactor of my court vision. The 
comradery and growing pains that are high­
lighted in the film brought back feelings I 
had not felt since my last game as a high 
school senior. 
But this movie is truly more about 
life than basketball. The story of Willie 
McGee, one of the team members, and his 
family journey was humbling. The story 
of head coach Dru Joyce and his son Dru 
Joyce III, who was his starting point guard, 
represents a dynamic father-son story. The 
tale of outsider Romeo Travis and the chal­
lenges Sian Cotton faced are all stories 
that transcend the game of basketball. Bas­
ketball fan or not, this documentary will 
appeal to an eclectic crowd. 
I sat down with Belman to talk about 
his film that comes out this Friday: 
The Vista: The title is very fitting, but many 
people who do not love basketball may not 
be warm to seeing this film. Why should 
they go view it? 
Kristopher Belman: I really hope people 
watch this film because at the end of the day 
it is about dreams and friendship. People 
who don't know sports still can relate to 
those themes in life. 
V: How has the film been received so far by 
non-sports fans? 
KB: Well, there are six characters; you are 
going to connect with one. I had a view­
ing in Singapore and this lady who knew 
nothing about basketball came up to me. I 
thought she was going to tell me about how 
she hated it, but she knew nothing about 
basketball but loved the film. She cried 
because the stories of the players touched 
her, especially Willie's story. This spoke 
volumes to me. 
V: When did you realize that this story was 
important to you? 
KB: 1 had access to one practice and was 
blown away by the off court friendship of 
these guys. I knew I had to come back the 
next day and nobody said anything. They 
didn't give me the red light or green light, 
and I tend to run yellows. 
V: One practice turned into a seven year 
project. How did that happen? 
KB: I graduated and found myself still chas­
ing this story. My goal at the end of the day 
was this story. And what I am most proud of 
is that the story I wanted to tell seven years 
ago is the same story you see on the screen. 
V: How did you keep the story about the 
team and not LeBron? 
KB: There was a two year battle to "keep 
it real" when I finished filming. I had meet­
ings and nobody was interested in the other 
characters because LeBron is so marketable. 
Being fresh out of college, this was a bit de­
pressing. However, I met the right person in 
Harvey Mason J.R. and we got some financ­
ing and he was basically hands off. 
V: What was the fan-fare like being with 
this team? 
KB: I was like William from the movie 
"Almost Famous." It was nuts, you had 
grown men driving hours to get LeBron to 
sign their Sports Illustrated. They had to 
hire body guards to keep the media away 
but at the same time these bodyguards were 
pulling me into the locker room. I would 
hear other camera guys saying, "Who is 
that kid?" So I felt a lot of obligation to 
perform. 
V: What is LeBron like today compared to 
his high school days? 
KB: It is great to see what was important to 
LeBron then is what is important to LeBron 
now, which are his four best friends. 
V: We see the themes in the movie but what 
is your message? 
KB: Chasing your dreams is the hardest 
thing to do. People get caught up in real­
ity and become content with reality. I kept 
chasing what was important to me. 
Want to write for the sports section? 
Writers Meetings: Tuesdays 12:30 SLP 403 
RYAN 
HOT 
SIDHOO & MORGAN PAYNE 
Sports Co-Editors 
NOT 
Dolphins wildcat • Arizona Wildcats 
Eddie Royal • Royal Ivey 
Late-night Otterpops • Hangovers 
Carlos Delfino • Austin Daye 
A-Rod 2009 • A-Rod all other years 
Holiday Inn • Matt Holiday 
Roddy White • Die Bly 
Abdullah Hashem • Hasheem Thabeet 
Owen Schmitt • Jacksonville Jaguars 
Bill Walton • Sippies 
Marge Simpson • OJ Simpson 
Aristotle • Plato 
'Bama Crimson Tide • Texas Longhorns 
Child please • Saying please 
Anaheim Angels • LA Angels of Anaheim 
Boston Bruins fans • Red Sox fans 
Houstalantavegas • Huston Street 
